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Press release for immediate release 21/05/19
Halifax market opens late as local foodies convene

Halifax Borough Market is opening late, continental-style, for the first time as local food organisations and producers convene for the first Calderdale Food Gathering.

Calderdale Food Network and Calderdale Food Mixer have teamed up with Calderdale Markets and Totally Locally to host the event - billed as a showcase of the best of Calderdale's food culture - between 12-7pm on Thursday May 30.

Organisiers say the gathering will bring a European flavour to the market as shoppers get the chance to have a civilised drink as they taste, eat and shop. Markets chief John Walker says it is a taste of things to come: “We want to bring life to the market, and late night opening is part of that plan,” he says.

As well as food stalls, tasters, workshops and exhibits, there will be music and a bar featuring beers from Boothtown's Darkland Brewery and local gins and wines via The Wine Glass, which is based at the market. Calderdale Food Network will launch its Facebook and Twitter platforms and reveal Calderdale's Local Food Charter as part of a programme of events centred around Albany Arcade, the market's flexible space. The mayor of Calderdale, Coun Dot Foster, will officially open the event at midday.

The gathering, which is supported by Calderdale Community Foundation, Sustainable Food Cities and Halifax Opportunities Trust, is designed to showcase Calderdale’s vibrant local food scene.

There will be plenty of tasters and food for sale, including organic cheese from Pextenement of Eastwood, veg from Incredible Farm of Lumbutts, herb teas from the Singing Leaf of Todmorden and cruffins -a cross between a croissant and a muffin - from Ritual Bakehouse in Luddenden Foot. Community organisations active in food including the Real Junk Food Project, St Augustine’s, the Outback and Food for Life will also be represented.

Chris Sands of Totally Locally is asking businesses and shoppers to consider what they can source locally: “If you’re a restaurant or a retailer, come and see who you can work with. If you’re a customer, come and taste what the area has to offer. If you’re a producer, come along and get networking,” he says. “This is your chance to explore our food scene.”

The Food Mixer, which sells local food online, is taking click-and-collect orders ahead of the gathering for pick up on the day. It is inviting producers, however small, to find out how to sell online. Food Mixer host Marie-Claire Kidd says: “People in Calderdale want local food and our local food scene is thriving. Getting involved in Calderdale Food Gathering, whether as producer or shopper, is a great way to be part of Calderdale’s exciting food network.” To order ahead from the Food Mixer visit openfoodnetwork.org.uk/calderdale-food-mixer/shop


Notes to editors:

Calderdale Food Mixer is an online farmers market for Calderdale. Shop online via openfoodnetwork.org.uk/calderdale-food-mixer/shop and collect 5-7pm every first and third Thursday at the  Golden Lion, Fielden Square, Todmorden, or every second and fourth Thursday at the Egg Factory, Victoria Road, Hebden Bridge.
Contact Calderdale Food Mixer host Marie-Claire Kidd / 07886 633328/  hiyamc@googlemail.com / @calderfoodmixer/

The Community Foundation for Calderdale helps local people do extraordinary things. It funds and support a vast range of activities that help young people, older people and disabled people, as well as homelessness, sports, environmental, education, and mental health projects, plus everything in between. The Community Foundation for Calderdale works with local communities to inspire and encourage projects that they want to see, to make their neighbourhoods happier, healthier and safer places to be.
Contact: Emma Woods-Bolger / 01422349700 / @CalderdaleFound / WWW.CFFC.CO.UK

Halifax Opportunities Trust has been working to make vibrant, multi-cultural, self-sustaining communities across Calderdale since 2000. A registered charity, it works with communities across a wide variety of projects driven by the same core values: “We care, we are enterprising, we collaborate and we are committed.” Key areas for this work are Employment, Learning, Wellbeing, Enterprise and Children & Families.
https://www.regen.org.uk
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