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• New London Food Board re-appointed early 2017 –

new members spanning breadth of food system.

• GLA and London Food Board awarded SFC Silver 

award in June 2017.

• Launched new London Food Strategy in December 

2018, f irst  Mayoral food strategy since 2006. 

Developed in conjunction with a suite of other 

strategies.

• Strategy’s structure, s ix chapters and priori t ies 

ref lect SFP’s framework for act ion.

• “Local authorit ies…should form local food 

partnerships and join the Sustainable Food Cit ies 

network to share best pract ice with other UK cit ies 

on healthy, sustainable food priori t ies”.



COVID-19 has:

• Exacerbated levels of food 

insecurity

• Disproport ionately impacted 

specif ic groups

• Disrupted food supplies for 

vulnerable groups

• Placed unsustainable demands 

on the VCS 

• Compromised schemes designed 

to safeguard chi ldren’s health 

and food security

• Presented some new 

opportunit ies e.g. stronger 

cross-sector partnerships and 

more sustainable and diverse 

local food supply chains



• The GLA, Local Authorit ies and VCS 

organisat ions worked in partnership and 

at pace to mit igate the pandemic’s 

impact on food insecurity.  

• London used new and exist ing 

governance structures to monitor 

impact,  distribute funding, share 

intel l igence and resources.

• A mult i -partner approach oversaw 

establ ishment of cri t ical food 

infrastructure - Community Food Hubs in 

every borough.

• Between March and August,  London 

Food All iance partners distributed 7,850 

tonnes of food, equivalent to 18,692,953 

meals.



• Support ing al l  33 Local Authori t ies to 

develop Food Transit ion Plans, sett ing 

out ongoing arrangements for food 

support  during the transit ion from 

lockdown to recovery.

• Continuing to monitor food suppl ies, 

levels of need, onward distr ibution 

arrangements and escalat ing any 

issues.

• Adapting research and repurposing 

projects.  

• Support ing external campaigns and 

advocated for change to Free School 

Meals el igibi l ity.



• The London Food Strategy – designed 

with resi l ience and recovery at i ts 

core.

• GLA Recovery Missions: A 

mult idisciplinary, cross -cutt ing 

approach is key. 

• Greater,  systemic chal lenges l ie 

ahead. Important to increase 

resi l ience to future shocks and 

stresses.

• Continuing to share intel l igence on 

COVID-19, i ts ongoing impact on 

London’s food system and the 

response at a nat ional,  regional and 

local level



Thank you!

Mark Ainsbury – mark.ainsbury@london.gov.uk
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