
 
 

Sustainable Food Places Covid-19 Digest 16 

Food supply/Food for vulnerable people/Local action/Funding         4  June 2020 
This digest is produced by Sustainable Food Places with support from ​Food Power​.  
SFP endeavours to support official government and public health advice on the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic.  
We will keep on checking the latest advice or rules, but we must all recognise that this is rapidly changing and that we may 
not always be fully up to date. Please keep on checking, sharing your ideas and good practice, and let’s all help each other 
keep safe and well fed. When sharing information via ​the SFC riseup list​ (follow the link if you are not already signed up), it 
is really helpful if you​ state the topic​ in the email title (e.g food supply including markets and diverse outlets, food for 
vulnerable people, local action, funding). 
 

Share your experiences and take action 
On this week's ​Coordinator Catch-up​, run by Food Power and Sustainable Food Places: 

● The Bristol Food Kind campaign, Going for Gold & Feeding Bristol from Maurice Di Rossi (Feeding 
Bristol) and Claire Jacob (Bristol Food Network) 

● Local partnerships in action in Glasgow, from Riikka Gonzalez, Glasgow Food Policy Partnership 
● Hopes and concerns: Reflections from Sustain's Chief Exec Kath Dalmeny on what the future (may) 

hold 

Take Action 
● A ​parliamentary inquiry ​into ‘The impact of COVID-19 on education and children’s services’ is calling for 

evidence until ​Tuesday 21 July 2020​. This is an​ ​opportunity for local authorities, early years settings, 
schools and partners to provide feedback regarding the impact on the early years sector 

 

Government announcements 
● 29 May​ Wales decision for re-opening retail​ will be made on 18 June 
● 29 May ​Coronavirus and the social impacts on Great Britain 
● 29 May Chancellor ​extends self-employment support scheme ​and confirms furlough next steps 
● 28 May Department of Education confirmed the ​Free School Meal voucher scheme will cover half term 

in England but has not yet made any commitment regarding the summer holidays 
 
Read Sustain’s ​Parliamentary briefing: food and the covid-19 pandemic, May 2020 

 

Food supply and diverse outlets 

Producers 

 

https://www.sustainweb.org/foodpower/
https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/get_involved/
https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/coronavirus/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/202/the-impact-of-covid19-on-education-and-childrens-services/
https://gov.wales/stay-local-to-keep-wales-safe
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandwellbeing/bulletins/coronavirusandthesocialimpactsongreatbritain/29may2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-self-employment-support-scheme-and-confirms-furlough-next-steps
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools
https://www.sustainweb.org/publications/parlimentary_briefing_food_and_the_covid19_pandemic/


 
 
 

● Sustain’s Food and Farming Policy: ​A green and pressured land: making sense of the many competing 
demands for rural and peri-urban land​, download the report ​here​, by Vicki Hird 

 
Retail / Hospitality  

● Sustain: ​All outdoor markets - food and non food- can open from June 1st 
● Sustain: ​Can local and better food infrastructure and public procurement save food SMEs? 
● Open Food Network: ​7 marketing tips to help you retain customers beyond Covid-19 
● Oxford Real Farming Conference: ​In praise of short supply chains  
● Sustainable Restaurant Association webinar 4 June 11am: ​Plating up sustainability post-Covid 
● Sustain’s Jellied Eel: Better Food Trader, ​the radical retailers changing the way we shop  
● Fairtrade webinar 4 June 2pm: ​Covid-19 and the Future of Supply Chains 
● Soil Association new report: ​Shortening supply chains: roads to regional resilience 

 
Food System 

● The​ National Food Strategy​, part 1 “diagnosis and vision” which was due to be published in spring 2020, 
has been delayed 

● Sustain’s Children’s Food Campaign: ​Health experts call for Government action on obesity to reduce 
Covid-19 complications 

 

Securing food for vulnerable people 
 

● 15 May The EFRA committee held a meeting with CEOs of FareShare and Trussell Trust, ​video​, 
transcript​. Trussell Trust reported an 81% increase in use in food banks during the crisis. Fareshare said 
the number of donations had more than doubled during the lockdown and an additional 1200 charity 
organisations had signed up to the service to help tackle food poverty. 

● Sustain’s Food Power have created a Collective Impact Trackers for food poverty alliances to capture 
their collective impact. ​Download tracker and guide here 

● Sustain’s Right to Food project: ​Government U-turn on income threshold for free school meals for some 
children with NRPF 

● Sustain has shared ​examples of meals on wheels services during Covid-19​ and other relevant 
information.  

● Food Foundation webinar recording:​ Findings on Food Access and Covid-19, How has the story 
changed?​ More information ​here 

● Education Minister, Vicky Ford, told MPs that as of 22 May, the Free School Meal voucher scheme in 
England reported the over £101.5m of the voucher codes has been converted into 3Gift cards 

● Radio 4 ​A Month in a Foodbank​: food bank users tell their stories in a 4-part series 
● Sustain: ​Grass roots groups working towards community resilience  

 
Events 

● Upcoming Food Foundation webinar Friday 5 June 2-3.30pm: ​Emerging Practices from the Devolved 
Nations: Supporting Free School Meal Pupils and Food Aid Community Responses to COVID-19 

● Upcoming Food Power workshop Weds 17 June 2.30-4pm: ​Lived experience gathering: building back 
better versions of post pandemic  

https://www.sustainweb.org/blogs/jun20_green_and_pressured_land_report/
https://www.sustainweb.org/blogs/jun20_green_and_pressured_land_report/
https://www.sustainweb.org/publications/a_green_and_pressured_land/?section=
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/may20_reopen_markets/
https://outlook.office365.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU4ODE5MDZkLTJiYTMtNDE3Yi04Y2Y5LWZlZTYyZGFiOTJjNAAQAApmxVygGTJLg2J3iDhEFpk%3D
https://about.openfoodnetwork.org.uk/blog/7-effective-marketing-tips-to-help-you-retain-customers-beyond-covid-19/
https://orfc.org.uk/in-praise-of-short-supply-chains/
https://webinar.ringcentral.com/webinar/register/9715905701747/WN_ilb4v5mYQYWGaaGhD-0QYg
https://www.sustainweb.org/jelliedeel/articles/may20_betterfoodtraders/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fair-focus-covid-19-and-the-future-of-supply-chains-with-fairtrade-and-expert-panel-registration-105240954528
https://www.soilassociation.org/shortening-supply-chains-roads-to-regional-resilience
https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/may20_call_for_obesity_action/
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/may20_call_for_obesity_action/
https://fhf.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=083868ee1e5fc353ff3ffdf0d&id=0a7bd57297&e=05cdbd8011
https://fhf.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=083868ee1e5fc353ff3ffdf0d&id=8d682b94ec&e=05cdbd8011
https://www.sustainweb.org/foodpower/publications/
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/may20_u_turn_on_income_threshold_nrpf_fsm/
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/may20_u_turn_on_income_threshold_nrpf_fsm/
https://www.sustainweb.org/foodpoverty/meals_on_wheels/
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/5MFnKonA5D9LRtbft1DSQYh6AofEeaa8hyNI-PEOxB0zp69JPvh-5TAFWEWYuQQs?startTime=1590572144000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/5MFnKonA5D9LRtbft1DSQYh6AofEeaa8hyNI-PEOxB0zp69JPvh-5TAFWEWYuQQs?startTime=1590572144000
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/new-food-foundation-data-food-insecurity-and-debt-are-the-new-reality-under-lockdown/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p086ypcn
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/jun20_grassroots_groups_food_resilience/
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/may20_webinar_food_foundation_fsm_devolved/
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/may20_webinar_food_foundation_fsm_devolved/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lived-experience-gathering-building-back-better-tickets-107213975888
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lived-experience-gathering-building-back-better-tickets-107213975888


 
 
 

● Upcoming webinar 18 June 4-5.30: ​Creative responses: Amplifying stories from grass roots voices​, with 
Leapfrog Tools, Imagine Lancaster 

 

Local Action 
We recognise the importance of sharing how places have overcome barriers and created the guidance 
and support but please note we can’t verify the guidance produced locally in terms of its safety and you 
should always refer to the official national guidance.  
 
BELFAST 

● Antrim and Newtownabbey Council have created a ​community support group network 
● Belfast City Council has been coordinating food distribution and prescription deliveries through their 

community helpline 
● Derry City and Strabane Council have been hosting ​‘Grow it’​ - top tips for growing fruit and veg every 

Saturday to encourage residents to grow food at home 
● Kilcooley Community Garden and Allotments are supplying​ ​Grow at Home kits​, community food parcels 

and a selection of videos on Facebook of how to sow from home. 
● Comber Community Garden​ ​ is now yielding flowers, tomato plants, kale, brussels sprouts, lettuce, 

chard, salad leaves etc - available from the garden or local retailers in Comber. Also, it has re-opened 
for walk-ins from Monday 25​th​ following 2 metre distancing and are looking for more volunteers. 

 
BRIGHTON & HOVE 

● Brighton restaurants have created a ​Lockdown Lunchtime Survival Guide 
● B&H Food Partnership have been offering ​recipes for low cost recipes and healthy snacks​ during 

lockdown  
● Electric Bikes Sussex​ have launched a new initiative to help local independent businesses who are now 

offering deliveries  
 
BRISTOL  

● 130 organisations across Bristol have been providing emergency food responses and the demand is 
largely met by the supply (mostly through food parcels). There has been an increase in growth in pop up 
food banks and many private sector industries have diversified (providing food and storage spaces, for 
example Ashton Gate Stadium is now a food distribution hub). 

● FOOD club ​have been providing weekly provision for families for £3.50 a week 
 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

● Restore Hope, Latimer, launched​ FoodLife​ at the beginning of the crisis to provide emergency food 
parcels to their residents. They are now planning longer term, including creating a new growing space to 
provide fresh produce in food parcels. ​Watch their video here 

 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

● Cambridge Sustainable Food ​Covid response update​, including where food can be accessed every day 
of the week. 

 
EXETER 

● Food Exeter are ​launching their online farmer’s market​, Good Food Exeter, on 9th June 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creative-responses-amplifying-stories-from-the-grassroots-tickets-104641012084
https://antrimandnewtownabbey.gov.uk/coronavirus-useful-community-contacts/?fbclid=IwAR2Qzf8gWeeucGzgqviXEgw4-fE7RSK5WPdWLHLb70Zjv0fhHm0CSsL-Fw0
http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/community/Healthandwellbeing/COVID-19-Belfast-Community-Helpline.aspx?fbclid=IwAR3K2CwWjzUIQ5w7K1Secj5BBq14TRnIBOStK5gbCAkucgX4FuMExPUJp8g
https://www.derrystrabane.com/gardening?fbclid=IwAR1mm6xUYsfSc8ki8uqf4cU0Wi88J6XfAXlHV5eIbqlzZpz0sWwN4itlRno
https://www.facebook.com/kilcooleycommunitygardens/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2098482680243103/
https://restaurantsbrighton.co.uk/lockdown-lunchtime-survival-guide/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=88249708&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xRBJkmDAYmbaTCJjRgkxKf92bm3kfuAbzmVMzwjsk43KGRN2-AITem9I-H9hAgRfkc4OuHwepK1Dye6Mw_f5wqjYXtg&_hsmi=88249708
https://bhfood.org.uk/low-cost-recipes-and-healthy-snacks/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=88249708&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xRBJkmDAYmbaTCJjRgkxKf92bm3kfuAbzmVMzwjsk43KGRN2-AITem9I-H9hAgRfkc4OuHwepK1Dye6Mw_f5wqjYXtg&_hsmi=88249708
https://www.visitbrighton.com/blog/blog-post/2020/05/electric-bikes-sussex-support-brighton-and-hove-food-partnership-b230?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=88249708&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--xRBJkmDAYmbaTCJjRgkxKf92bm3kfuAbzmVMzwjsk43KGRN2-AITem9I-H9hAgRfkc4OuHwepK1Dye6Mw_f5wqjYXtg&_hsmi=88249708
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/food-club/
https://www.restorehopelatimer.org/foodlife/
https://vimeo.com/417626389
https://cambridgesustainablefood.org/cfpa-covid-19
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/jun20_online_farmers_market_exeter/


 
 
 

 
GLASGOW 

● The ​Glasgow City Food Plan​ is now being revisited to incorporate learnings from the crisis into the plan. 
They are currently collecting data from all stakeholders who have been involved so far on how the plan 
should be changed. Three areas where there will definitely be new learnings are: food economy (there’s 
been a huge impact on the hospitality sector) food poverty (to incorporate the new emergency response 
network which has emerged since the crisis) and food growing strategy (as there have been a lot more 
requests for allotment spaces, and local veg box schemes have had a revived interest). The aim is to 
have the plan in place in early 2021 in time for COP26 which will be (hopefully) taking place in 
November in Glasgow.  

 
GREATER MANCHESTER 

● Plattfields Market Garden have ​increased their growing space ​to provide extra food supply for local 
people during the Covid-19 crisis 

 
LANCASHIRE 

● Voices from the Margins: Hear how a family in Preston benefitted from being involved in​ The Larder’s 
Kids in the Kitchen initiative 

● Claver Hill Community Farm ​has continued to run volunteer days with social distancing measures, and 
has continued to run their refugee and asylum seeker growing project. The community farm have started 
supplying to ​EggCup​, who distribute to food clubs in the district  

 
LINCOLNSHIRE 

● The County rural food network is a collaboration between the ​New Life Community Larder in Sleaford​; 
the ​Community Larder in Horncastle​; ​St George’s C of E Community Primary School in Gainsboroug​h, 
Washingborough Academy​’s distribution project; and the ​ChEF​ ​(Children Eat Free) Project in Wragby. 
They have recently expanded to Welton where ​Lincoln community larder​ has opened its fourth delivery 
site. 

● The ​Arboretum Cafe​ is running “cooking from home” with learners from the Abbey Access Training.  

MIDDLESBROUGH 

● Pre Covid, Unity City Academy set up an ‘eco shop’, whereby families could purchase everyday 
groceries including fresh procure for £2. Use of the shop has more than doubled since the crisis. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
● Good Food Oxford ​most recent updates​: 
● The network of community larders operated by ​SOFEA​ in collaboration with local partners has been 

expanded to more than 25 locations across the county 
● The ​Good Food Cooking Toolkit​  has been created for those receiving random things in their food 

parcels. It’s a handy guide to cooking without recipes – starting with what is available rather than 
needing to buy a list of ingredients. 

● The Grand Iftar​ celebrates and connects Oxford’s diverse communities, people of faith and no faith during 
Ramadan over an Iftar (breaking of the fast) meal. This year, because of the Covid-19 lockdown, instead of a 
communal Iftar meal volunteers organised and delivered over 1,500 delicious meals to people across Oxford 

http://goodfoodforall.co.uk/home/glasgow-city-food-plan
https://www.sustainweb.org/news/jun20_urban_farm_grows_food_for_covid_response/
https://voicesfromthemargins.org.uk/2020/05/13/how-a-new-approach-is-helping-mums-like-sandra
https://voicesfromthemargins.org.uk/2020/05/13/how-a-new-approach-is-helping-mums-like-sandra
https://en-gb.facebook.com/ClaverHill
https://www.eggcup.org/
https://lincolnfoodpartnership.org/2020/03/24/tackling-food-poverty-in-sleaford-and-surrounding-villages/
https://lincolnfoodpartnership.org/2020/03/25/food-need-in-rural-lincolnshire-up-400/
https://lincolnfoodpartnership.org/2020/03/31/food-at-the-school-gate/
https://lincolnfoodpartnership.org/2020/03/31/washingborough-academy-steps-up-to-the-plate/
https://lincolnfoodpartnership.org/2020/04/09/helping-to-feed-children-and-adults-in-wragby/
http://lincolnlarder.co.uk/
https://lincolnfoodpartnership.org/2020/05/27/abbey-access-keeping-in-touch-through-the-pandemic/
https://goodfoodoxford.org/blog/covid-19-emergency-food-delivery-updates/
https://www.sofea.uk.com/
https://goodfoodoxford.org/cooking-toolkit/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1601454410019779/


 
 
 

on Friday May 15th. The Grand Iftar is a community project organised by the Oxford Homeless Project in 
collaboration with volunteers from Oxford Mutual Aid, Oxford Community Action, BAPS Oxford and Oxford 
City Council to support as many people as possible 

● Oxford Mutual Aid​ have recently launched their Kitchen Collective Programme which currently provides 
reheatable meals to at risk, isolated and / or food insecure families around Oxfordshire. Partnering with a 
number of organisations including Oxford’s Colleges, AGE UK, Dementia Oxfordshire and Oxford’s 
Homeless Project, they are delivering around 500 meals per week. 

● Replenish​ have started a newsletter with seasonal gardening tips and cookery ideas, and the new CAG 
Harvest @ Home are distributing food growing kits to low-income households, with the aim of expanding 
to a wider audience in the future 

● South Oxford Farmers and Community Market ​SOFACOMA​ ​has temporarily spread out into the Splash 
Park at Hinkey Park with support from Oxford City Council to provide enough space for a socially 
distanced market experience.  

● Sandford Community shop have ​created a video​ to showcase what they have been up to since the crisis 
● Cultivate Oxford ​have increased their customer base tenfold, and were able to accept new seasonal box 

customers again in early May. Read their blog ​here 
● The​ ​Oxfordshire Food Superstars​ ​brand was launched by Oxfordshire County Council to make 

information around growing food, reducing food waste, eating vegetables and cooking from scratch 
more accessible especially to families and children.  

 
SHEFFIELD 

● Food Sheffield are sending out ​weekly local response bulletins  
● Open Kitchen Social Club​ currently delivering food each week to asylum seekers, refugees and those in 

food poverty , with donations from local food businesses, including Beanies Wholefoods, Vibrations and 
Coles Corner 

● There are several web pages where you can find local food businesses offering delivery services: 
Sheffield Food Producers Collective​, ​Sheffield Markets​, ​Sheffield Delivery Guide​, ​Sheffield Coronavirus 
Directory  

● Food Works Sheffield ​are offering veg box and/or food delivery subscriptions as part of their Covid 
response 

● Sheffield Hallam University are running a series of webinars: ​Covid Support Resources for Hospitality  

 
Toronto, Canada have recorded their ​local food systems responses​, if of interest  

 

Funding 

Grants online​ ​have a list of regional grants, this is your best port of call! 
The charity​ ​Turn2Us​ ​has published a webpage for individuals looking for support and crisis grants. 
 
UK 
British Red Cross Hardship Fund​ for people not in employment or receiving financial support 
National Lottery community Fund grants​ from £300 to £10,000 
£25m Resilience and Recovery Loan Fund ​- ​new fund for social enterprises and charities who are experiencing 
disruption to their normal business model as a result of Covid-19 

https://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/news/univ-chefs-feeding-the-vulnerable/
https://cagoxfordshire.org.uk/replenish/
http://www.southoxfordfarmersmarket.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/TalkingShopSandford/videos/694096237830758
https://cultivateoxford.org/
https://cultivateoxford.org/2020/let-them-eat-veg-cultivating-new-way-of-food-access
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/service.page?id=NHEpaQcKYIE
https://mailchi.mp/3db0884ca6d7/bitesize-bulletin1-12410350
https://www.facebook.com/groups/750995488276377/
https://www.sfpcollective.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR0CoTeX88j2YNSnSfA0vlniISTyEN-8dGdfibXLoztx2UenIfApQx5u1Q4
https://sheffieldmarkets.com/blog/traders-offering-a-delivery-service
https://www.thesheffielddeliveryguide.co.uk/
https://thisissheffield.app/coronavirus-directory/
https://thisissheffield.app/coronavirus-directory/
https://thefoodworks.org/
https://twitter.com/SHUHospitality/status/1265655662811455489/photo/1
http://wayneroberts.ca/archives/2110
https://www.grantsonline.org.uk/coronavirus.html
https://www.turn2us.org.uk/Get-Support
https://hardshipfund.redcross.org.uk/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-england
https://cityoflondon.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cdc39aeb19c528d9c7ce52a8c&id=2e672fa4bf&e=a78b4026df


 
 
 

Power to Change C-19 Emergency Trading Income Support Scheme ​-  £12 million emergency support package 
to provide both immediate and medium-term help for community businesses facing a loss of income  
GroceryAid fund ​-to support workers in the food supply chain deal with the impact of Covid-19, including mental 
health support, bereavement financial assistance and crisis grants  
Barclay’s Grant:​ for those working within the community to support those most vulnerable  
Prince’s Trust Grant:​ Young people whose businesses have been affected by Covid-19 
BBC Children in Need:​ Booster grants of up to £5000 for organisations working with children and young people 
affected by Covid-19 and large grants of up to £80,000 designed for established organisations already 
delivering work in communities  
Aviva Community Fund:​ Next round open until 28 July for small charities adapting or continuing vital services 
 
SCOTLAND 
£30m Scottish Coronavirus Food Fund 
 
WALES 
Third Sector Resilience Fund  
Voluntary Services Emergency Fund 
 
NORTHERN IRELAND 
National Lottery Awards £300-10,000 
Small Business Support Grant 
£40m Hardship Fund 
£15m Dept for Communities for Charities  
 
ENGLAND 
Defra Food Charities Grand Fund​ of up to £100,000, please apply as soon as possible 
 
Please ​check previous the SFP coronavirus funding page​ for more funding opportunities 

 
 

Find all previous digests and weekly 
Coordinator webinars ​here  
 
 
Sustainable Food Places is supported by 

https://www.powertochange.org.uk/get-support/programmes/c19-emergency-trading-income-support-scheme/
https://www.acs.org.uk/news/groceryaid-launches-new-fund-support-convenience-colleagues
https://landworkersalliance.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45f029364d5af8a3828efb834&id=bb0e9e36d8&e=9e0dff00c5
https://landworkersalliance.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45f029364d5af8a3828efb834&id=d6887aea00&e=9e0dff00c5
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/grants/covid-19-funding-streams/
https://www.aviva.co.uk/services/more-from-aviva/aviva-community-fund/
https://www.gov.scot/news/coronavirus-food-fund/
https://wcva.cymru/funding/social-investment-cymru/third-sector-resilience-fund-for-wales/
https://wcva.cymru/funding/volunteering-wales-grants-scheme/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/awards-for-all-northern-ireland
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/node/23015
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/content/coronavirus-ni-micro-business-hardship-fund
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/hargey-executive-committed-support-charity-sector-during-covid19-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-apply-for-the-food-charities-grant-fund#eligibility-to-apply
https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/coronavirus/funding/
https://www.sustainablefoodplaces.org/coronavirus/

