aSFP Bronze and Silver Awards
Application Form 2025

This form is for completing an SFP Bronze or Silver Award application. If you are considering applying
for a Gold Award, please contact the SFP team at info@sustainablefoodplaces.org to discuss the

process.

Before starting your application, please fully read this form as well as the following documents:

® SFP Awards: Guidance for applicants

o SFP Awards: Activity and Impact: SFP Awards - Activity and Impact.docx

Please do not alter the formatting of this form or redesign it and only return as a Word document not
a PDF. This is essential for you application to pass the initial eligibility check.


mailto:info@sustainablefoodplaces.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14DqzfuoYmJJMcynigPkyRM3PCh_Wp3fz/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=103829846257470209960&rtpof=true&sd=true

SECTION 1: Information about your partnership and your
place

Please complete the following (*= mandatory):

Name of your partnership*:

Sunderland Good Food Partnership

Name and contact details of person/people leading on this application*:

Stephanie Black

Geographic region which this award will represent*:

Sunderland

Award you are applying for*:

Bronze

Please provide us with background information about your place (not scored)*: Advisory word limit:
400 words

This is to help the panel understand the context in which you are working. You may include (but not
limited to): Population and demographic information, location/geography & economic and social
challenges.

ANSWER:

Sunderland is a vibrant coastal city in the North East of England, located at the mouth of the River
Wear and forming part of the county of Tyne and Wear. Historically, it was a global leader in
shipbuilding, once producing a quarter of the world’s ships. The city also thrived through coal mining
and glassmaking, industries that shaped its identity and culture. The nickname “Mackem,” used to
describe locals, originates from the shipbuilding era and reflects Sunderland’s proud working-class
heritage.

In recent decades, Sunderland has undergone significant economic transformation. As traditional
industries declined, the city embraced new sectors such as automotive engineering and electronics. It
is home to the Nissan Motor Manufacturing plant, one of the UK’s largest employers, which has played
a pivotal role in reshaping the local economy. Today, Sunderland offers a unique blend of urban
energy, green spaces, and coastal charm.

With a population of approximately 281,058 Sunderland remains one of the more affordable places
to live in the UK. The average property price is £158,220, well below the national average of £294,910.
However, economic challenges persist. The average salary in Sunderland is £28,127, which is 15.75%
lower than the national average, and the unemployment rate stands at 5.2%, above the national figure



of 3.8%. Educational attainment also lags, with 10.2% of residents having no formal qualifications
compared to the national average of 6.6%.

According to the Index of Multiple Deprivation, Sunderland ranks within the top 20% of the most
deprived areas in England. Food insecurity affects an estimated minimum of 39,348 residents, with
44% of the population living in areas at highest risk—making Sunderland the fourth highest in the
North East for food insecurity. Additionally, 30.8% of school-age children are eligible for free school
meals, significantly above the national average of 25.7%. Rates of overweight and obesity in both
children and adults also exceed national levels.

Despite these challenges, Sunderland is a city of resilience, pride, and ambition. It boasts a strong
sense of community, vibrant cultural institutions, and a growing reputation for innovation and
regeneration. Major developments are underway that signal a bold future for the city. Crown Works
Studios is set to become one of the largest film and TV production facilities in Europe. Culture House,
a £27 million cultural hub, will integrate library, digital, and community spaces. The Keel Crossing
footbridge will enhance connectivity between the riverside and city centre. The Sunderland Riverside
is undergoing extensive regeneration, alongside the construction of a new eye hospital and a vast
number of new homes.

Sunderland’s story is one of transformation- rooted in heritage, facing adversity, and forging ahead
with creativity and determination. It is a city that exemplifies community spirit and forward-thinking
ambition, making it a compelling candidate for recognition and investment.

How have you considered equity, diversity and inclusion in the structure and work of your
partnership (not scored)*: ? Advisory word limit: 300 words

ANSWER:

SGFP has embedded equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI) into the very fabric of its partnership
structure and operations. This commitment is reflected in the composition of its steering group,
which includes a diverse range of organisations such as Sunderland City Council, University of
Sunderland, Gentoo, Sunderland Food Bank, Groundwork, and Connect Network, alongside direct
community representation. This inclusive makeup ensures that a wide spectrum of voices and
experiences inform the partnership’s direction and priorities.

Through its members, SGFP maintains strong connections with key local forums and institutions,
including the North East Chamber of Commerce, Northumbria Police, Sunderland College, Tyne and
Wear Fire and Rescue, Job Centre Plus, Sunderland Association Football Club, Sunderland Voluntary
Sector Alliance, the North East and North Cumbria Integrated Care Board, and the South Tyneside
and Sunderland NHS Foundation Trust. These links help SGFP stay attuned to the needs and
perspectives of different sectors and communities across Sunderland.

In delivering the Sunderland Healthy City Plan, SGFP works collaboratively with a range of specialist
forums and partnerships that champion inclusion and equity. These include the Sunderland Armed
Forces Partnership, Veterans Forum, BME Network, Interfaith Forum, Refugee and Asylum Multi-
Agency Forum, Disability Forum, Community Wealth Building Partnership, Culture Partnership,



Health and Wellbeing Board, Collaborative Communications, and the LGBT Forum. Each of these
groups plays a vital role in ensuring that SGFP’s work is responsive to the diverse needs of
Sunderland’s population and that equity, diversity, and inclusion are not just principles but active

practices embedded throughout its initiatives.

The Food Partnership is preparing to complete an Integrated Impact Assessment. This will ensure
that groups with certain protected characteristics will not be disproportionately disadvantaged by

any action of the food partnership.



SECTION 2: Local food activity and impact

Please read SFP Awards: Guidance for applicants before completing this section.

Please describe the activity and impact of local food work delivered in your place within the last three
years against the relevant key issues (1-6) and action areas (A and B) below.

We advise that you keep answers to within 600 words for each action area (i.e. for each A and B under
the key issues). Whilst you won’t be penalised for going over this limit, this will help the panel focus
on your main achievements. For sections C, 250 words is the mandatory limit.

For Bronze and Silver awards, there are mandatory actions for some key issues. These are laid out in
SFP Awards - Activity and Impact: SFP_ Awards - Activity and Impact.docx. This document also provides
a broad benchmark for each award, rationale for SFP’s inclusion of each key issue, and example actions

for each action area.

Only submit additional documents for food action plans and strategies related to Key Issue 1
mandatory criteria. All other additional documents will not be assessed. You may add links to online
documents but always check the links and permissions as we will not be requesting changes from you
after submission.

Key Issue 1 Mandatory Criteria Checklist
NB failure to provide Key Issue 1, Action area B mandatory criteria will result in rejection at
the eligibility stage.

> Bronze applications require a one year action plan

> Silver applications require a three year action plan

1. Have you submitted a current food action plan or food strategy with an action
plan?
0 Yes/No
2. How are you evidencing this action plan?
0 Attachment as a Word, PFF, Excel document? Yes / No
0 Link to a document? Yes / No
0 |Ifalink place here as well under Key Issue 1
0 Action Plan link:
3. Has the action plan less than 6 months to run?
0 Yes/No
0 If less than 6 months to run what is happening after the action plan expires?
(100 words)


https://docs.google.com/document/d/14DqzfuoYmJJMcynigPkyRM3PCh_Wp3fz/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=103829846257470209960&rtpof=true&sd=true

Key Issue 1: Taking a strategic and collaborative approach to good food governance and
action

Action area A: Establish a broad, representative, and dynamic local food partnership

The Sunderland Good Food Partnership (SGFP) is committed to transforming the local food system
by adopting a holistic, food systems approach. Its core mission is to create a food environment that
is healthy, affordable, and sustainable for everyone across Sunderland. This ambition is supported
by Sunderland City Council, which funds the partnership through the employment of a dedicated
coordinator responsible for driving collaboration and progress.

SGFP operates as an inclusive network, welcoming individuals and organisations with an interest in
the city’s food landscape. This open-door ethos embraces a wide range of participants- from
community members and schools to allotment holders and local business owners; ensuring that
diverse voices shape the direction of the partnership.

Central to SGFP is its Steering Group, a dynamic body composed of both internal and external
stakeholders. Internal representation from Sunderland City Council includes Public Health, Low
Carbon, Financial Wellbeing Service, and Partnerships. Externally, the group brings together
organisations such as Groundwork, Gentoo, Sunderland Food Bank, Sunderland BID, University of
Sunderland, and voluntary sector contributors like Crafting Connections Sunderland. This diversity
ensures that the partnership reflects the breadth of Sunderland’s food system and fosters cross-
sector collaboration.

The Steering Group operates under a Terms of Reference document which is refreshed annually
through consultation. This document outlines the group’s governance and working principles,
ensuring transparency and accountability. The group plays a pivotal role in advancing the good food
movement locally, with its efforts captured and monitored through the Good Food Action Plan.
This plan not only reflects the work of the Steering Group but also encompasses system-wide
activity representative of Sunderland as a whole.

When the Action Plan was first developed, a series of working groups were established to address
key areas of the food system. These include mapping healthy and sustainable food options,
promoting community access to fruit and vegetables, providing tailored support for kitchen skills,
encouraging food growing at home, organising public food events, supporting allotment shops, and
shaping sustainable food policy. Each group contributes to the overarching goal of creating a
resilient and equitable food system for Sunderland.

Action area B: Develop, deliver, and monitor a food strategy/action plan

In April 2023, Sunderland hosted a city-wide Food Summit- an open event that welcomed both
members of the public and professionals from across sectors. This inclusive gathering served as a
vital listening exercise, capturing insights and priorities that would go on to shape the Sunderland
Good Food Charter.

Following the summit, a draft version of the charter was taken out into the community through a
series of consultation workshops held at local venues. Feedback from these sessions was
instrumental in refining the charter, which was then finalised alongside the development of a
distinctive logo and visual identity.

This milestone marked the beginning of the Good Food Action Plan- a coordinated, cross-sector
strategy designed to make healthy and sustainable food choices more accessible to residents across
Sunderland. The action plan spans a 12-month period and is refreshed annually under the
leadership of the SGFP coordinator. Most recently, the plan underwent a full update for 2025,
ensuring that its objectives and activities remain relevant and responsive to current needs.

Each objective within the action plan is supported by clear indicators that allow progress to be
measured effectively. In addition to these formal metrics, the partnership also tracks broader
engagement through proxy indicators such as attendance at virtual picnics and the number of



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J7IaqqbiMqLzyZYcR9c6fafe89Fn5Bgq/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=104663419626130610701&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1m18_DjMk_m7-bfSEWsunLKSJfXXZgE4p/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=104663419626130610701&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NH7doo3Gt0v96b9mR2j8Pe_mNbY4zTyq/view?usp=drive_link

individuals and organisations signed up to the SGFP network. Steering Group members regularly
share updates on their contributions to the action plan, presenting their work at meetings and
helping to maintain momentum across the partnership.

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250).

Key Issue 2: Building public awareness, active food citizenship and a local good food
movement

Action area A: Inspire and engage the public about good food

To grow and promote the Sunderland Good Food Partnership (SGFP), we prioritise creating
opportunities for networking and engagement across the food system. One of our key initiatives is
the hosting of “Virtual Picnics”: informal, online meet-ups open to individuals and organisations
alike. These sessions are loosely themed, feature guest speakers, and provide space for open
discussion and questions. A recent Virtual Picnic focused on Food Aid, with speakers from
Sunderland Foodbank and The Bread and Butter Thing sharing insights and experiences.

SGFP also facilitates the Grow Prepare Share network, an open-access online mailing group
promoted through various channels. This network enables members to exchange information about
upcoming events, food growing queries, and other relevant topics, fostering a sense of community
and shared learning.

Our presence at public events is another vital strand of our promotional work. SGFP hosts an annual
stall at Eco Fest, a city-wide celebration of sustainability and climate action. This provides the
coordinator with a valuable opportunity to engage face-to-face with residents, raise awareness of
SGFP, and share the ambitions of the Sunderland Good Food Charter.

SGFP is hosted on the Links for Life website, which has a broad reach and is actively promoted to
Sunderland residents. To increase visibility, we’ve created a QR code linking directly to the website-
an innovative promotional tactic that includes attaching QR stickers to apples distributed at public
events.

We also benefit from wider communication networks. The University of Sunderland includes SGFP
updates in its regular sustainability newsletter, which is emailed to subscribers and consolidates
news and opportunities in one accessible format. The annual Sunderland Food Festival draws large
crowds into the city to celebrate food, while Sunniside Food Market, when held, features live
cooking demonstrations that help attendees build practical skills and deepen their understanding
of ingredients.

SGFP is currently collaborating with Sunderland BID on a healthy and sustainable food project. As
this partnership develops, Sunderland BID is using its well-established communication channels to
promote SGFP and its initiatives. Additionally, Steering Group members such as Groundwork and
Gentoo support dissemination by sharing relevant opportunities and updates through their own
networks, further amplifying our reach across the city.

Action Area B: Foster food citizenship and a local good food movement

Sunderland demonstrates a vibrant commitment to fostering food citizenship and cultivating a local
good food movement through a range of interconnected initiatives. The Sunderland Good Food
Partnership (SGFP) plays a central role by offering both face-to-face and online opportunities for
collaboration, such as Virtual Picnics, Grow Prepare Share events, and participation in Eco Fest.




These platforms encourage community dialogue and shared action around food. SGFP’s steering
group members also work closely with various organisations and community members, ensuring a
visible and active presence across the city. Support from Sunderland City Council through the Seeds
of Potential small grants programme enables organisations to launch or sustain growing projects,
which has been particularly successful in schools and community settings. One notable example is
the University of Sunderland’s Space2Grow initiative, which equips new allotment holders with
informative starter packs to help them thrive. Across the city, community gardens like the Hendon
Regenerative Culture Garden offer spaces for volunteering, social engagement, and local food
production. Children are introduced to food growing and sustainability through the Edible
Playground initiative, which transforms school playgrounds into interactive gardens where they
cultivate fruits and vegetables while learning about health and the environment. Together, these
efforts empower individuals and communities to actively participate in shaping their local food
systems, reinforcing a culture of shared responsibility, sustainability, and connection through food.

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250).

Key Issue 3: Tackling food poverty and diet related ill-health and increasing access to
affordable healthy food

Action area A: Tackle food poverty

Sunderland is taking decisive, multi-layered action to address food poverty- an issue deeply rooted
in the city’s high levels of deprivation. Recognising that food poverty is a symptom of wider
socioeconomic challenges, Sunderland City Council (SCC) and its partners have developed a range
of strategic responses aimed at both immediate relief and long-term resilience.

Key strategies include the implementation of the Healthy City Plan and the Financial Wellbeing
Service Action Plan, alongside emerging responses to child poverty. Multi agency groups, such as
the Sunderland Poverty Action Group and the Food and Advice Provider Forum bring together
stakeholders from within and beyond the council to coordinate efforts and share best practice —
including how to respond to both presenting and underlying issues .

Collaboration is central to Sunderland’s approach. SCC works closely with organisations like Feeding
Britain and FareShare to fund and deliver joint initiatives that mitigate the impacts of food poverty
and insecurity. As a result, the city has developed a high-quality network of social food provision,
including Affordable Food Clubs (AFCs). 7 new or enhanced AFCs are now operational, providing
additional access in each of the 5 locality areas. There are plans and funding in place to add further
AFC capacity this year.

Sunderland City Council also provides direct support to a range of organisations providing food aid,
including grant funding, weekly deliveries of fresh fruit and vegetables to approximately 25 groups,
funding for 19 FareShare subscriptions. Residents experiencing crisis can access Sunderland
Foodbank Distribution Centres and a range of other foodbanks through established referral
systems. Most food parcels will typically provide three days’ worth of food (minimum). Frontline




staff at some venues are trained in Making Every Contact Count (MECC) and financial MECC,
ensuring that support is holistic and empowering.

The Household Support Fund has been used to reach vulnerable households through targeted
interventions, including direct cash transfers and food or fuel vouchers, and funding for both
Holiday support vouchers for FSM pupils and approximately 15,000 additional HAF places.
Recognising that tackling food poverty also means addressing wider poverty, SCC is committed to
promoting good quality employment. The council is accredited by Citizens UK and the Living Wage
Foundation as a UK Living Wage Employer and was the first city in the Northeast to be recognised
as a Living Wage City. Local businesses are actively encouraged to adopt the Real Living Wage and
seek accreditation.

From September 2025, all children of Sunderland residents receiving Universal Credit will be eligible
for free school meals via autoenrollment. Breakfast clubs have also been established in schools to
ensure children start the day with a nutritious meal. To further support families, SCC’s 0—19 service
has developed a Healthy Start toolkit, which is helping to increase uptake among eligible
households.

A trial of the provision of Healthy Start Vitamins to all pregnant women and all infants for their first
supply was implemented through mandated health visits, and is now embedded in health visiting
practice.

Action Area B: Promote healthy eating

The Sunderland Healthy City Plan (HCP) underpins the policies, strategies, and action plans of
Sunderland City Council, placing diet and nutrition at the core of its vision for a healthier population.
Recognising the profound impact of food on long-term health outcomes, the Council has made
healthy eating a priority. Sunderland proudly became the first local authority in the North East to
sign the Healthy Weight Declaration (HWD), a bold demonstration of its commitment to tackling
obesity and improving nutritional standards across the city.

The ripple effect of the HWD has been transformative. It catalysed the development of a Food and
Nutrition Charter Mark for educational settings, structured across three progressive levels that
deepen institutional commitments to healthy eating. It also inspired the launch of ‘Healthy Plates,
Thriving Places’, a collaborative initiative between Public Health, Sunderland BID, and local
hospitality businesses. This programme empowers food outlets to offer healthier choices, reshaping
the city’s food landscape in a more positive and inclusive direction.

Sunderland City Council is currently finalising its Healthy Weight Strategy, which includes a
proposed healthy advertising policy- an innovative idea now under active consideration. Existing
policies already reflect this ethos. The refreshed Street Trading Policy enables the Council to reject
unhealthy food offers and prioritise vendors who promote nutritious options. Meanwhile, the Hot
Food Takeaway Policy limits the establishment of takeaway outlets within close proximity of
schools, reducing children’s exposure to unhealthy food environments.

Direct support for residents is delivered through a Tier 2 weight management service operated by
Active Sunderland, offering weekly education and guidance for individuals with BMI over a specified
threshold. Children and young people benefit from the Healthy Lifestyle Programme, which
integrates school assemblies, workshops, and weekly sessions involving parents or carers to instil
healthy habits early on. Supporting materials such as cookbooks and affordable meal guides make
healthy eating accessible to all. Active Sunderland also runs Roots and Shoots, a hands-on school
initiative that teaches children to grow and taste fruits, vegetables, and herbs. Complementing this,
the Belly Bugs programme introduces young children to nutrition through imaginative storytelling,
encouraging them to “feed their belly bugs” with colourful fruit and vegetables.

The Foundation of Light contributes further by delivering food education, weight management
support, and behaviour change programmes tailored to children, teenagers, and men, fostering
motivation and community engagement around healthy living.




The Sunderland Good Food Partnership (SGFP) reinforces the city’s commitment through its Good
Food Charter and Action Plan, which aim to ensure every resident has access to nutritious food.
SGFP’s mapping of food deserts has identified priority areas for community shops, improving
availability of affordable, healthy options.

To support breastfeeding families, the Council launched Breastfeeding Friendly Sunderland, a city-
wide pledge inviting venues to display a welcoming logo. This initiative promotes breastfeeding
initiation and continuation by creating inclusive public spaces for families.

Building cooking confidence among vulnerable residents is another key focus. The Council
commissioned Bags of Taste to deliver three ten-week cooking courses, which proved highly
effective in equipping participants with the skills and knowledge to prepare nutritious meals on a
budget.

The Links for Life Sunderland platform offers a dedicated healthy eating page with practical tips and
resources to help residents eat healthily. Across the city, the five Area Committees fund a wide
range of healthy weight initiatives, including food pantries and cooking activities at children’s clubs.
More than 300 trained Health Champions actively promote healthy eating, empowering individuals
to become advocates for nutritious living within their communities.

Sunderland City Council also hosts the Better Health at Work Award, encouraging workplaces to
improve employee wellbeing through healthier canteen options, free fruit provision, and incentives
such as step challenges. The award’s tiered structure promotes continuous improvement, with
healthy eating recognised as a core value throughout.

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250).

Key Issue 4: Creating a vibrant, prosperous, and diverse sustainable food economy

Action area A: Put good food enterprise at the heart of local economic development

Sunderland Business Improvement District (BID) plays a central role in driving food enterprise across
Sunderland City and the seafront. Their work with hospitality businesses spans city centre
revitalisation, business support, events and campaigns, and strategic marketing and promotion.
One of their standout initiatives is the Sunderland Gift Card, which can be redeemed at
approximately 200 local businesses. This scheme is designed to stimulate the local economy by
encouraging residents and visitors to spend within the city.

To enhance the appeal of independent businesses, Sunderland BID also deploys street rangers who
maintain and clean surrounding areas, helping to create attractive, welcoming environments for
customers. In addition, the Sunderland Business Support Fund provides grants to help small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) grow and build resilience-an opportunity that food SMEs are
actively encouraged to pursue.




Food and Drink North East (FADNE), headquartered in Sunderland, is another key player in the city’s
food and drink ecosystem. FADNE offers tiered membership options for individuals, SMEs, and
larger organisations, and facilitates access to a network of over 750 businesses. Through events,
webinars, and strategic partnerships- including close collaboration with Sunderland BID—FADNE
uses food as a powerful tool for community engagement, economic development, and the
celebration of local heritage. Their work also champions sustainable practices in food production
and hospitality, aligning with broader city goals.

Sunderland is currently undergoing a major transformation through the regeneration of the
Riverside area- a 33-hectare site spanning both banks of the River Wear. This ambitious
development aims to create a vibrant, low-carbon city centre with expansive green public spaces.
Food is a key element of this vision. The Sheepfolds Quarter is emerging as a hub for independent
food and drink retailers, with a strong emphasis on hospitality. The revitalised Riverside Park is set
to host events, markets, and pop-ups, providing an ideal platform for showcasing local food
producers. The Riverside Masterplan also embeds carbon-neutral goals, including the promotion of
local sourcing and sustainable practices. Sunderland City Council’s Public Health team has been
actively involved in the development to ensure that healthy food options are readily available within
this new urban landscape.

Action Area B: Promote healthy, sustainable, and independent food businesses to
consumers

Sunderland Business Improvement District (BID) plays a vital role in promoting healthy, sustainable,
and independent food businesses to consumers. With highly active communication channels—
including a strong social media presence- Sunderland BID ensures that local food enterprises are
visible, celebrated, and well-supported. One of their flagship initiatives is Restaurant Week, a city-
wide campaign designed to boost the local economy and spotlight independent restaurants. This
event consistently drives increased footfall, spending, and excitement for participating venues,
helping to build lasting customer relationships.

Year-round, Sunderland BID maintains a catalogue of independent food venues through its “City of
Fine Flavours” platform, making it easy for residents and visitors to discover and support local cafes
and restaurants. Another successful collaboration is Sunniside Market, co-hosted with Food and
Drink North East (FADNE), which takes place monthly and showcases regional food and drink
producers. This market encourages local shopping and strengthens the connection between
consumers and independent businesses.

The Sunshine Co-operative, a not-for-profit social enterprise based in Sunderland, is also making a
significant impact on the local food system. Committed to sustainability and community
nourishment, they offer fresh fruit and vegetable boxes sourced from regional growers. Their retail
platform provides accessible outlets for independent suppliers who may not have their own
storefronts, and their collaborative selling model features products from other local enterprises-
creating a shared space that amplifies visibility and supports mutual growth.

Port Independent is another standout local business, serving locally roasted coffee and hosting food
pop-up events that give emerging food businesses a platform to reach new audiences. Sunderland’s
thriving independent food scene was nationally recognised when the city was named the best UK
city for independent restaurants by comparison platform Bionic- a testament to the strength and
vibrancy of its food culture.




Through the North East Sustainable Food Alliance (NESFA), the Sunderland Good Food Partnership
(SGFP) maintains strong links with other local food partnerships. One notable collaboration is with
Hartlepool Food Partnership, whose coordinator developed a map of independent retailers within
a 100-mile radius. This tool, which includes Sunderland, has been shared with NESFA and is actively
promoted to Sunderland residents to encourage support for local businesses.

As part of the Healthy Plates project, SGFP has introduced recognition badges for businesses
offering healthier food options. These badges are displayed in menus and windows and will be used
in promotional campaigns to attract customers to venues committed to supporting public health
through nutritious offerings.

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250).

Key Issue 5: Transforming catering and procurement and revitalising local and
sustainable food supply chains

Action area A: Change policy and practice to put good food on people’s plates

Sunderland City Council (SCC) is actively transforming its catering and procurement systems to
support healthier, more sustainable food supply chains. While the council does not yet have a
standalone sustainable food policy, sustainability is embedded across its food-related operations.
SCC has retained the Green Kitchen Standard, demonstrating its commitment to environmentally
responsible catering. Within the school meals service, a meat-free day has been introduced, and all
meals adhere to UK School Food Standards, ensuring nutritional quality and sustainability for
children across the city.

SCC is part of the North East Procurement Organisation (NEPO) framework, which includes local
suppliers such as JR Holland for fresh produce. NEPO contracts are designed with embedded social
value, meaning that procurement decisions support not only supply chain efficiency but also
community wellbeing and local economic development. To further advance this agenda, the
Sunderland Good Food Partnership (SGFP) lead recently attended a procurement workshop to
explore how Sunderland’s catering and procurement systems can evolve to become healthier and
more sustainable.

Public Health within SCC has taken proactive steps to ensure nutritional standards are upheld in
funded programmes. All providers receiving Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) funding were
required to complete nutrition training, ensuring that food served to children aligns with school
meal standards. Similarly, organisations funded by Links for Life Sunderland must offer a healthy
food option alongside their usual provision, reinforcing the city’s commitment to health and
wellbeing.

The University of Sunderland complements these efforts with robust sustainability requirements
for all suppliers, including food vendors. Suppliers must report their carbon footprint and align with
the University’s net zero targets. Their Environmental Sustainability Plan includes a dedicated
section on sustainable procurement, demonstrating institutional alignment with city-wide goals.
As part of the Healthy Plates project, hospitality businesses across Sunderland are receiving tailored
recommendations to reformulate dishes and offer healthier options. These changes will directly
impact the food served to residents when dining out, supporting healthier lifestyles and
encouraging sustainable practices in the hospitality sector.




Sunderland City Council has also formally committed to the International Climate Emergency
Declaration. In recognition of its role in driving sustainable change, the council’s procurement
strategy is being reviewed to ensure future processes align with climate goals and contribute to a
more resilient, localised food system.

Action Area B: Improving connections and collaboration across the local supply chain

Next steps for the Sunderland Good Food Partnership (SGFP), in alignment with the Public Health
Healthy Weight agenda, include exploring the establishment of a Sunderland City Council (SCC) food
procurement group. This group would bring together individuals across the local authority who are
involved in any aspect of food procurement, with the aim of influencing future contracts and
advocating for the prioritisation of healthy and sustainable food across venues in Sunderland. While
the Council previously considered dynamic food procurement models, these efforts lacked
sufficient engagement at the time. Revisiting this approach now presents a valuable opportunity to
strengthen connections and collaboration across the local supply chain, ensuring that public sector
food purchasing supports both community wellbeing and sustainable practices.

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250).

Key Issue 6: Tackling the climate and nature emergency through sustainable food &
farming and an end to food waste

Action area A: Promote sustainable food production and consumption and resource
efficiency

In 2019, Sunderland City Council declared a climate emergency, marking a pivotal commitment to
environmental action. In response, the Council launched several key initiatives, including the
formation of the 2030 Shadow Board- a cross-sector partnership tasked with guiding both the
Council and the wider city toward carbon neutrality. This was followed by the introduction of the
Low Carbon Framework in 2020, which outlines strategic approaches to reducing emissions from
transport and domestic energy, promoting sustainable travel and energy-efficient housing, and
engaging residents and businesses in climate action. Alongside the framework, the Low Carbon
Action Plan was adopted to drive practical change through measures such as transitioning to electric
vehicles, enhancing building energy performance, supporting renewable energy projects, and
advancing waste reduction and circular economy practices.

Within this broader sustainability agenda, the Sunderland Good Food Partnership (SGFP) plays a
vital role in promoting sustainable food production and consumption. By championing local food
growing and increasing access to fresh, seasonal produce, SGFP helps to address food poverty while
contributing to resource efficiency. Across the city, numerous community gardens offer residents
opportunities to volunteer, learn food-growing skills, and actively participate in building a more
resilient and sustainable local food system.

Action Area B: Reduce, redirect, and recycle food, packaging, and related waste

Sunderland City Council is actively advancing efforts to reduce, redirect, and recycle food,
packaging, and related waste through a series of impactful initiatives. To reduce waste at the




source, the Healthy Plates project encourages hospitality businesses to serve smaller portion sizes
by default, helping to minimise food waste and lower carbon emissions. The Council also promotes
the use of food-saving apps such as Too Good To Go and Olio, enabling residents to purchase surplus
food at reduced prices and prevent it from going to landfill.

Food redirection is a key focus, with 19 Fareshare subscriptions funded by the Council to ensure
surplus food is distributed to those in need. The Bread and Butter Thing operates five hubs across
Sunderland, providing low-cost food sourced from surplus supplies that would otherwise be
wasted. Community-led initiatives such as Feed the Need, run by the Hendon Regenerative Culture
Garden, donate 50% of locally grown produce to food aid organisations. Similarly, the Crop Drop
scheme encourages allotment holders to leave surplus produce in designated boxes for
redistribution. Sunderland Council also promotes Company Shop Group and encourages sign ups to
its Washington store. This prevents food waste by providing surplus food at very affordable food to
people who need it.

Recycling and sustainable packaging practices are embedded in Sunderland’s environmental
strategy. Sunderland Council has signed the Single Use Plastics Pledge, committing to eliminate
items such as plastic straws, plates, and takeaway containers across partner estates. The city also
participates in the Refill campaign, encouraging residents to refill water bottles at venues across
Sunderland, including Brew and Bake cafe in City Hall, which has installed public water taps. This is
in line with one of the healthy weight declaration commitments which is to, increase public access
to fresh drinking water on local authority controlled sites.

Education and engagement play a vital role in reinforcing these practices. The Sunderland Waste
and Recycling Visitor Education Centre, operated by Groundwork, delivers workshops, school visits,
and community sessions focused on recycling and sustainable waste management. The Low Carbon
Team hosted the Sunderland School Climate Conference in June 2025, where all snacks were
sourced from surplus food, and developed a Low Carbon Schools Charter that includes actions on
waste reduction.

To support businesses in adopting greener practices, the Council’s Low Carbon Team launched the
Green Business Toolkit- a free resource offering step-by-step guidance on energy efficiency, waste
reduction, and sustainable procurement. These combined efforts reflect Sunderland’s commitment
to a circular economy, where food and packaging waste is systematically reduced, redirected to
those in need, and recycled to protect the environment and support community wellbeing.

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250).
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