
SFP Bronze and Silver Awards 
Application Form 2025 
This form is for completing an SFP Bronze or Silver Award application. If you are considering applying 
for a Gold Award, please contact the SFP team at info@sustainablefoodplaces.org to discuss the 
process.  

 

Before starting your application, please fully read this form as well as the following documents: 

● SFP Awards: Guidance for applicants  

● SFP Awards: Activity and Impact: SFP Awards - Activity and Impact.docx 

 

Please do not alter the formatting of this form or redesign it and only return as a Word document not 
a PDF. This is essential for you application to pass the initial eligibility check. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@sustainablefoodplaces.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14DqzfuoYmJJMcynigPkyRM3PCh_Wp3fz/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=103829846257470209960&rtpof=true&sd=true


SECTION 1: Information about your partnership and your 
place 
Please complete the following (*= mandatory):  

Name of your partnership*:  

Food Durham 

Name and contact details of person/people leading on this application*: 

Amy Mycock: amy.m@oases.org.uk (Food Durham Coordinator) 

Rich Hurst: richard.hurst@durham.gov.uk (Durham County Council/ Chair) 

Kelly Rose Kelly.Rose@durham.gov.uk (Public Health) 

Geographic region which this award will represent*: 

County Durham 

Award you are applying for*: 

Silver 

 

Please provide us with background information about your place (not scored)*: Advisory word limit: 
400 words 

This is to help the panel understand the context in which you are working. You may include (but not 
limited to): Population and demographic information, location/geography & economic and social 
challenges. 

ANSWER: 

Population & demographics 

County Durham, in North East England, has a population of 538,011 (ONS, 2024).  The population of 
the NE grew by 1.9% between 2011 and 2021 censuses – the smallest increase of the English regions 
(ONS). 

County Durham is predominantly rural, mostly comprised of villages and towns. The county seat is 
the city of Durham, which has a population of 50,510 (2021 census), over half of whom are students 
of Durham University – the county’s only University.   

In County Durham we have 223 early years and primary schools and 31 secondary schools, 4 
colleges, 9 enhanced mainstream schools and 11 special schools. There are 15 council-owned leisure 
centres and 15 family hubs.   

mailto:amy.m@oases.org.uk
mailto:richard.hurst@durham.gov.uk
mailto:Kelly.Rose@durham.gov.uk


County Durham is the second (after Northumberland) least densely populated of the North East's 12 
local authority areas, with around two people living on each football pitch-sized area of land (ONS 
2021).  

The median age is 43 years, compared to 40 in England. As seen nationally, County Durham has an 
aging population, with a 20% increase (between 2011 and 2021 in those aged 65+ (ONS).  

Life expectancy for both men (77.7) and women (81.2) is statistically significantly lower than the 
England average. There is also inequality in life expectancy within County Durham. It is 9.3 years 
lower for men and 7.6 years lower for women in the most deprived areas of County Durham than in 
the least deprived areas. (Durham Insight, 2023: www.durhaminsight.info) 

According to the latest 2021 census, the population in County Durham is predominantly white (96.8%), 
with non-white minorities representing the remaining 3.2% of the population.  Asian people were the 
largest minority group in County Durham accounting for 1.5% of the population.  

There are six permanent Gypsy, Roma and Traveller sites in County Durham and ten stop-over sites 
(https://www.durham.gov.uk/travellers )  

The most populous religious group within County Durham is Christians, accounting for 54.6% of the 
population. People with no religion and those who decided not to identify a religion make up 44% of 
the population. County Durham has a Muslim population of 2,922 which is 0.6% of the population. 
Buddhists, Hindus and Sikhs each make up 0.2% of the population (ONS census 2021) 

Health 

• Out of 151 local authorities in England, County Durham ranks 25th in the Health Domain and 
48th for the Index of Deprivation. (Index of Multiple Deprivation, 2019, Department of 
Communities and Local Government) 

• Smoking, unhealthy weight, mental health and alcohol use are the biggest contributors to 
people in County Durham dying early, living in poor health or with illness. (Durham Insight) 

Food production and access 

• County Durham includes part of the North Pennines National Landscape – an area of open 
moors, dales, peatlands, woodland and upland sheep farming.  

• Farming land covers much of the County. The main types of farming are grazing livestock – 
predominantly sheep - followed by cereals and general cropping.  There is very little in the 
way of pigs, poultry, dairy and horticulture. The county has popular monthly farmers 
markets in Middleton-in-Teesdale, Stanhope, Barnard Castle and Sedgefield and has several 
farm shops. Farm gate sales of milk, eggs and lamb are also abundant.   

• County Durham has a strong tradition of allotment use, especially the tradition of growing 
show leeks.  There are over 2500 allotments plots.   

• County Durham has 12 miles of coast, with a harbour at Seaham, yet access to locally caught 
fish and seafood is virtually non-existent. 

• The density of fast food outlets is statistically significantly higher than in England (Durham 
Insight).  

http://www.durhaminsight.info/


• County Durham has a high number of neighbourhoods identified as a Priority Place for Food.  
These are places which are most vulnerable to increases in the cost of living and which have 
a lack of accessibility to cheap, healthy, and sustainable sources of food. 
(www.priorityplaces.cdrc.ac.uk)  

Socio-economics  

• The employment rate (16-64) is 71.3% (ONS, March 2025). 1 in 4 people of working age are 
economically inactive, which equates to 83,000 people in County Durham (Durham Insight) 

• Around 1 in 5 children (0-15) in County Durham live in relative poverty. (Durham Insight) 
• 45% of households with children claim universal credit (2025, Durham Insight) 
• 35.3% of children are eligible for Free School Meals (DfE 2023/24) 

The North East’s Regional Network of Food Partnerships 

o NESFA, the North East Sustainable Food Alliance, was originally formed to connect the three 
founding Sustainable Food Places partnerships in North East England – Newcastle, 
Middlesbrough and County Durham. NESFA now includes 10 Food Partnerships from the 
region.  The Food Durham Co-ordinator currently coordinates the alliance. NESFA’s collective 
aims are to: 

o build relationships between food partnerships and with relevant cross sector partners 
o provide a platform for collaboration 
o explore and agree common ground 
o provide mutual support 
o share knowledge and expertise 
o develop and deliver joint projects 
o amplify the voice of food partnerships in the region 

 
Politics 

• County Durham is part of the North East Combined Authority (established 2024) 
• County Durham is represented by 6 Labour MPs in Parliament.    
• In May 2025, Reform achieved an overall majority to administrate Durham County Council. 

As this is still relatively recent, it remains to be seen how this will affect Council jobs, 
strategies and budgets around food.  However, the Council have announced that significant 
cuts will be made in areas of Net-zero and in July they rescinded the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Declaration. 

• At the local level, the recently launched 12 Local Networks build on the work of the former 
Area Action Partnerships, by bringing together local people, councillors, businesses, and 
partner organisations to focus on improving life in County Durham communities through 
community led projects, have been paused during the Council strategy consultation process. 

 

http://www.priorityplaces.cdrc.ac.uk/


How have you considered equity, diversity and inclusion in the structure and work of your 
partnership (not scored)*:  ? Advisory word limit: 300 words 

ANSWER: 

• The partnership and working group are committed to adhering to the Equality and Diversity 
Policy of its host organisation, OASES. This policy states our commitment to treating all people 
equally, with dignity and respect and creating a safe and welcoming atmosphere for everyone 
irrespective of their age, disability, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy or maternity, 
income, race, religion or belief, sex, or sexual orientation or gender reassignment. This policy 
extends to recruitment, selection, training, promotion, remuneration and dismissal policies 
and practices as well as being inherent throughout our strategic work and in all our activities. 

• The partnership has Terms of Reference which state how equity is core to our purpose: “To 
work together for a more equitable, sustainable, fairer food system for County Durham 
providing access to food that is healthy for people and the planet.” 

• Food Durham works to coordinate a representative food partnership, that stimulates and joins 
up activity across the whole food system from grassroots to strategic level.   

• The Food Durham Coordinator and all Project Officers who deliver community gardening 
support, all regularly complete EDI training, last competed in 2025.   

• The Partnership is run and managed by an Advisory Group. Members are nominated from 
named bodies/key stakeholders. Additional members can be co-opted as deemed necessary 
to fill gaps in expertise. The Advisory Group appoint a Chair.  

• A wider general membership is open to all who are invited or sign up via the website.  
• Food Durham also has social media followers on Facebook and Instagram and maintains a 

website, through which we can be contacted.   
• We make all reasonable adjustments to accommodate disability. For example, venues for 

network and partnership events are chosen on the grounds of accessibility. Where events are 
held in community gardens this is unfortunately not always possible.   

• To remove financial barriers to involvement, there is no cost to being involved in Food Durham 
– with an open and free membership, free events and travel expenses covered.   

• Food Durham Advisory Group partners come from a broad range of public, private and 
voluntary sector organisations which are based in different parts of the county with 
partnership meetings taking place hybrid, so that location is not a barrier to attending.   

• Food Durham currently works with 14 schools/youth groups and 14 community gardens – one 
in each of the former Area Action Partnerships – spreading the support geographically 
throughout the county.  We have also worked with an additional two sites in the Derwent 
Valley, as funded by that AAP.  

• Food Durham supports the facilitation of The Community Growing and Food Network. This 
network includes people from across the County and events are held at a different community 
locations each time. 

• We are keen to connect with refugee and migrant communities, especially around cultural 
exchange, community cooking, world cuisines and growing food and have begun to make links 
with City of Sanctuary to see how we might work together to reach these communities.   

 



SECTION 2: Local food activity and impact  
Please read SFP Awards: Guidance for applicants before completing this section.  

Please describe the activity and impact of local food work delivered in your place within the last three 
years against the relevant key issues (1-6) and action areas (A and B) below.  

We advise that you keep answers to within 600 words for each action area (i.e. for each A and B under 
the key issues). Whilst you won’t be penalised for going over this limit, this will help the panel focus 
on your main achievements. For sections C, 250 words is the mandatory limit.   

For Bronze and Silver awards, there are mandatory actions for some key issues. These are laid out in 
SFP Awards - Activity and Impact: SFP Awards - Activity and Impact.docx. This document also provides 
a broad benchmark for each award, rationale for SFP’s inclusion of each key issue, and example actions 
for each action area.  

Only submit additional documents for food action plans and strategies related to Key Issue 1 
mandatory criteria. All other additional documents will not be assessed. You may add links to online 
documents but always check the links and permissions as we will not be requesting changes from you 
after submission. 

Key Issue 1 Mandatory Criteria Checklist 
NB failure to provide Key Issue 1, Action area B mandatory criteria will result in rejection at 
the eligibility stage. 

 Bronze applications require a one year action plan 
 Silver applications require a three year action plan 

 
1. Have you submitted a current food action plan or food strategy with an action 

plan? 
o Yes  

2. How are you evidencing this action plan? 
o Attachment as a Word, PFF, Excel document? Yes 
o Link to a document? No   
o If a link place here as well under Key Issue 1 
o Action Plan link: 

3. Has the action plan less than 6 months to run? 
o No 
o If less than 6 months to run what is happening after the action plan expires? 

(100 words)   

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14DqzfuoYmJJMcynigPkyRM3PCh_Wp3fz/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=103829846257470209960&rtpof=true&sd=true


Key Issue 1: Taking a strategic and collaborative approach to good food governance and 
action 

Action area A: Establish a broad, representative, and dynamic local food partnership 

Food Durham, established in 2014, and launched its first Sustainable Local Food Strategy in the 
same year. In 2021, Food Durham was taken on by OASES, from Durham Community Action (DCA), 
both independent charities.  Food Durham has flourished into a robust cross-sector food 
partnership. Food Durham works to coordinate a representative food partnership in County 
Durham that stimulates and joins up activity holistically across the whole food system from 
grassroots to strategic level.  We currently have 16 partners from a range of sectors (Bios here: 
Food Durham): 

• Healthy Weight Alliance - Public Health 
• Climate Action Durham - community group 
• Durham University Catering 
• NHS County Durham and Darlington Hospitals’ Catering 
• East Durham College - agricultural education provider 
• Upper Teesdale Agricultural Support Services  
• Visit County Durham – Destination management organisation who coordinate Taste 

Durham, the destination food brand 
• Stanley Town Council Allotments and community produce redistribution 
• Business Durham Rural Business Support - Business Support Service for Durham County 

Council (representative was also, until recently, a farmer) 
• Durham County Council Energy and Sustainability Team  
• Durham County Council Strategic Waste Team 
• Durham Community Action - provide advice, support and assistance to frontline groups 

operating in the voluntary and community sector and to various communities of interest. 
• OASES – Outdoor and Sustainability Education Specialists, FD’s host organisation 
• East Durham Trust - a leading front-line community development trust serving the 2 

towns and 22 villages of East Durham 
• Re-f-use – social enterprise working towards a healthier, more sustainable food system, 

particularly around cooking, food waste and building connection through food 
• Communities Together Durham – action on food poverty 

The partnership has clear Terms of Reference for its Advisory Group. Where the group has 
identified a gap in representation, members are nominated from key organisations and 
communities. Additional members can be co-opted as deemed necessary to fill gaps in expertise. 
The Partnership Board appoints a Chair. Our current chair is employed by Durham County Council. 
This year, the coordinator reached out to sectors where gaps have been identified in 
representation and hence we have welcomed farming representatives and community 
environmental activists to the Advisory Group.   

The coordinator engages with and connects the communities, businesses’, the public sector, local 
policy makers, national decision makers and regional food partnerships for coordinated action on 
food. We believe food really is everyone’s business, and we all have a part to play in making it 
better.  A network of contacts has been built both at the strategic level and within communities in 
County Durham, helping to build a picture of activity across the food system and to identify 
examples of good practice and gaps in provision. A wider general membership is open to all who 

https://www.fooddurham.net/advisory-group


are invited or sign up via the website. Partner involvement and activity is communicated on our 
website, newsletters and social media channels and we have open lines of communication via 
these routes too.   

The coordinator was instrumental in identifying that there was a need and ambition for a sub-
group to address food insecurity.  Beyond Food Banks, established in April 2025, has an open and 
growing membership of 50, with a core steering group of 12 – every one of whom is connected to 
community food support services, from operational to lived experience, as well as those working 
on poverty alleviation at the council. This newly formed working group of Food Durham, Beyond 
Food Banks, is co-ordinated jointly with Communities Together Durham, meets monthly, and are 
planning a regional summit in Durham in March 2026. The Durham Coordinator identified that the 
growing numbers of food support organisations were not connected up and there was eagerness 
to share ways and work strategically to move beyond the food bank model, towards, healthier, 
greener, and more dignified, food crisis support. The group is working on developing a vision, 
charter and strategy. 
 
The Advisory Group of the partnership meets a minimum of four times each year.  Alongside this 
strategic work Food Durham has developed the programme of work and delivery plan with 16 
communities growing groups across County Durham. This direct work with communities as well as 
the delivery of events and support for the Community Growing and Food Network is establishing a 
good food movement across the county. 

Food Durham’s current 3-year Dynamic Food Strategy 2024-2027, which includes all SFP 
objectives, has recently undergone review and been updated.  In order to track progress more 
effectively, the Advisory Group are underway with creating a log of actions on an Excel file. 

We have a particularly strong alliance with Public Health. The Food Partnership has supported 
Public Health with the Good Food Local benchmarking, a collaboration which has raised the 
profile of Food Durham throughout the Council. Durham County Council’s Strategic Waste and 
Low Carbon Economy Teams are also key partners in the strategy.  We seek further endorsement 
from Council leaders* as we celebrate achievements and launch the Food Strategy at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall in November 2025.   

Food Durham was a key signatory and speaker at The Healthy Weight Declaration in County Hall 
and is a key partner of the Healthy Weight Alliance, accountable to the County Durham Health 
and Wellbeing Board. Their action plan sets out a roadmap for tackling the healthy weight agenda 
Living with Healthy weight in County Durham Action Plan 2024-2028.  County Durham recently 
became the first in the region to achieve healthier advertising standards. Public Health are 
currently considering how Food Durham might be supported with building capacity to develop the 
charter into an out of home food award scheme and other next steps on the action plan, given the 
coordinator only currently works part time.  Public Health are realising the need for a dedicated 
role on food. 

In September 2025, key institutions from the public and private sector together with community 
activists and surplus food campaigners came together to visit the biodigester in County Durham 
which processes 300-400 tonnes of food waste a day, largely from public and private caterers and 
hospitality.  Food Durham, organised the visit and workshops, creating a space for guests to 
establish new connections and contribute to the County Durham action plan to reduce food 
waste.   

https://www.durhaminsight.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/56781-AHS-County_Durham_healthy_weight_plan_ACCESSIBLE.pdf


As Food Durham now coordinates the North East Alliance of Food Partnerships, we are seeking to 
provide a unified voice from the North East food partnerships to the regional Combined Authority. 
Food Partnerships are being recognised in policy documents and so we have made contact to 
explore working together at the regional level.   
 
Food Durham has had some success at engaging with the 6 MPs with constituencies in County 
Durham.  Three of them have contacted Food Durham to discuss food issues such as food waste 
and community gardening and we hope to engage with them further at the Day of Celebration 
and Action at Westminster this November to help voice County Durham’s most pressing food 
issues, such ‘free school meals’, within Parliament. We will be asking them to propose new 
legislation, write to Ministers and ask parliamentary questions, ensuring they champion work to 
improve food in County Durham and highlight our needs on the national stage.   
   

Action area B: Develop, deliver, and monitor a food strategy/action plan 

Food Durham has a dynamic 3-year food action plan that covers all 6 key food issues.  The 
partnership recently decided that this needed to move to a spreadsheet and in order to make 
review easier, the actions are being made SMART and RAG rated, - which will make tracking 
progress of our Action Plan easier as this can be circulated prior to meetings, for partners to log 
progress of activity and outcomes.  

Multiple consultation events have taken place at Food Durham events in Chester-le-Street, 
Newton Aycliffe, Barnard Castle, Ushaw Moor and Peterlee, in total involving over 150 community 
members and stakeholders who have contributed their ideas to the plan. Stakeholders have 
engaged from all sectors as well as students and retired people. One of these, took the form of a 
Food Conversation in December 2024 where the top 5 calls for change were:  

o Educate on cooking, food shopping, eating well and cutting food waste.   
o Promote sustainable and healthy options, through internet, influencers and in shops 
o Share information on where to access locally grown, fresh and surplus food. 
o Improve school food  
o Curb fast food by banning new takeaway outlets from opening. 

The next development phase for the action log is to make sure that top issues identified in 
consultations are all present and prioritised within the plan.   

The coordinator will also be ensuring that any recommendations from the Good Food Local North 
East work and National Food Strategy are also prioritised within the plan.  Without Food Durham, 
there would not be the synthesis of these inputs into an amalgamated plan for food as there isn’t 
a Food Leader role existing at the Council.   

The action plan is reviewed quarterly, at each Food Durham Advisory Group meeting, but owing 
to limited time available, going forward the new action plan will be circulated for partner updates 



prior to each meeting and the coordinator will invite partners for 121 progress update meetings, 
where necessary. 

The plan is due to be launched November 2025, at a large public event with 70 cross-sector 
delegates expected and will be published on www.fooddurham.net and promoted county-wide.   

Food Durham has been instrumental in work to develop and support community gardens and the 
Community Growing and Food Network. Whilst DCA recruited for a new Network coordinator, 
Food Durham organised and hosted the summer gathering, with gardening skills tuition and 
herbal tea making workshops delivered by experts from horticulture and veg box schemes. The 
event, at the Spennymoor and Tudhoe Community Garden, was attended by 17 community 
gardeners from across the county.  We also co-facilitated the autumn gathering, at CALM CIC 
Community Garden in Peterlee, with voluntary sector partners, Durham Community Action, which 
18 people attended, again from across the County.  

Food Durham helps to act as a hub for coordinated action, facilitating the convening of 
stakeholders who otherwise would not have been introduced. One such connection made, was 
between the Council’s waste team who are responsible for the business food waste collections 
and from 2026 domestic food waste collections, and the Public Health team, in the co-production 
of recipe cards and alignment of healthy and sustainable eating communications. Without the 
partnership meetings, this collaboration would not have occurred.  

For the past year, Food Durham has been co-creating the Good Food Charter or ‘Promise’, with 
input from 80 leaders and public health practitioners and members and associates of the Healthy 
Weight Alliance at an event at the Council’s Headquarters. Now in the final stages of its 
development, the HWA is being asked to comment on the draft Food Promise at their quarterly 
meeting in October 2025. Other stakeholders such as community climate activists, Climate Action 
Durham, have been consulted on the environmental elements.  Our collective vision is that 
organisations enable everyone living, learning, working and visiting in County Durham to have 
access to tasty food and drink that is healthy for people and planet and contributes to a strong 
local food economy and vibrant food culture.  Stakeholders who commit to the Promise will 
pledge to the 6 overlapping principles: Good food for health; our planet; our local economy; for 
skills and knowledge; for all, and culture.  Launching November 2025, at a whole-network event at 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall, organisations and individuals will commit to actions to achieve these 
goals.   

Food Durham has worked hard to building its identity and recognition. Our branding includes a 
logo, strapline and newsletter template. Social media following has seen an 8-fold increase in the 
past year and we are considering paid-for advertising to increase our reach further. We have 
developed a communications calendar and regularly share news from partners, initiatives and 
local businesses on healthy and sustainable food in County Durham. We have a promotional 
banner and business cards which we use when making new contacts at events.  Over the next 6 
months we will be working with a team of business consultants from Six Degrees, Durham 
University, who will be supporting us to enhance our communications through: an audit of current 
communications channels, assessment of audience segmentation, recommendations for clear 
metrics to guide future performance monitoring, development of a content calendar focused on 
Durham audiences, with templates and guidelines to ensure consistent posting and building our 
network to showcase Food Durham’s impact and attract future partners. 

http://www.fooddurham.net/


C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for 
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250). 

*Since the local election in May 2025, Reform have the overall majority at Durham County 
Council.  It will become clearer in the coming months as to how they plan to realign council 
priorities to meet their electoral pledges, including likely financial cuts to some services and the 
workforce.  Food Durham has submitted responses to the proposed amendments to the County 
Durham Plan (What is the County Durham Plan? - Durham County Council), pressing for the need 
for strategic action on food.  Food Durham hopes that we can continue to work with the 
sustainability teams at the Council and strengthen our partnership further, seeking endorsement 
at the highest levels.  

The development delivery of the action plan was delayed by a hiatus in the coordination of Food 
Durham.  Despite the position becoming vacant in June 2024, maternity leave meant that the new 
coordinator could only start in post in October 2024.  Hence progress on the plan was delayed by 
recruitment and induction procedures.   Furthermore, our current core funding is from the Lottery 
Communities Fund – a 3 year programme which began April 2023 - hence the delivery of actions is 
in progress, with an extension due to underspend granted, to be completed in the second half of 
2026. Our co-ordinator works part-time hours which means capacity is limited. 

 

Key Issue 2: Building public awareness, active food citizenship and a local good food 
movement 
 
NB at Silver we require evidence that your food partnership has catalysed, influenced or delivered 
activity. That the food partnership has created additionality. At Silver simply mapping activity is 
not sufficient. The ‘value added’ of the partnership must be demonstrated.  
Action area A: Inspire and engage the public about good food 

Over the past three years, local communities have been involved in Food Durham through our 
direct food and growing support, through our 6 partner events, 3 network events, support for the 
Community Growing and Food Network, community consultations sessions as well as online, 
through the Food Durham website, social media channels and newsletters. 

 
We have been working with 16 community gardens and allotments for the past 2.5 years, linking 
them with local schools and youth groups. We have also supported Durham Community Action in 
delivering the county-wide network of community gardens by co-facilitating events for 
community gardeners to network, visit other sites, learn and share ideas. A Whatsapp group, 
Facebook page and email network, run by Durham Community Action, support this work online. 
 
Food Durham has run a series of practical events to support the growth of the movement of active 
food citizenship, wherein stakeholders can connect, share knowledge, learn new skills and inspire 
one another. Events are spread geographically around County Durham, open to all and free to 
attend.  We advertise our, and partners food-related events through social media, and our 
newsletters.   
 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/7440/What-is-the-County-Durham-Plan


Through consultation, Food Durham identified a groundswell of interest in developing work to 
reduce food waste. In October 2023, we delivered a network-wide event to 24 attendees on 
Reducing Food Waste at TCR Hub, Barnard Castle, including 6 workshops on topics such as 
fermenting and apple pressing.  For our most recent event (September 2025) Food Durham 
organised a visit to the local biodigester where they receive food waste from caterers and food 
processors (including local hospitality, canteens, schools, hospitals, abattoirs and factories (see 
Coordinator’s Linkedin post:). 19 people attended a tour of the site alongside a workshop 
delivered by community food waste heroes, RE-f-USE, to explore some of the reasons for food 
waste and the scale of the issue. The event, organised by Food Durham, convened stakeholders to 
explore action in this area, and we consulted with them on actions. 
 
We also recently delivered an event at FareShare’s surplus food warehouse, where consumable 
food waste from farms, processors and supermarkets is sorted, stored and redistributed for 
community use.  17 Community and public sector partners attended the event.  A talk and tour of 
the site took place. Following this, a showcase lunch (provided by Nourish Food School) made 
almost entirely from surplus food, inspired participants to think of how they might cook or 
encourage service users to create meals from nutritious, fresh surplus food.    
 
As our host organisation, OASES, specialises in delivering outdoor and sustainability education 
with schools, another event we facilitated was especially to inspire connection between schools 
and community growers. This was attended by 13 and held at Durham Gilesgate Primary School, 
with the aim of highlighting the great work of schools and communities and encouraging the two 
to work together for mutual benefit.  
 
Another partner event was held in April 2024 on the topic of biodiverse and climate friendly 
growing at Wharton Park in Durham. This event was co-delivered with the Community Growing 
and Food Network. 15 people attended workshops on climate mindful growing and habitat 
creation. 
 
Last week we co-organised the autumn gathering of the Community Growing and Food Network, 
who met at a community food CIC in Peterlee. The event on Growing and Wellbeing, included a 
tour of the growing site, followed by talks on a new community farm project underway in 
Wingate, County Durham, and the opportunity to network with other community gardeners. 
Following this the group was consulted on themes for the upcoming online winter gatherings.   
 
 

Action Area B: Foster food citizenship and a local good food movement 

County Durham’s Community Growing and Food Network is delivered by Durham Community 
Action.  When Food Durham moved from DCA to OASES, they retained this function.  Food 
Durham support each in-person network gathering, by asking our community contacts if they 
could host on their site, planning topics and arranging speakers and practical workshop leaders.  
Throughout the year we also co-deliver in-person and online opportunities to share inspiration, 
ideas, and resources and to work together on community growing. Food Durham further supports 
the network by linking up the 16 community gardens we work with, with these opportunities. 

Food Durham have added value to these 16 community gardens, community allotments and 
growing schools by providing them with a discretionary budget to support the building of new 
raised beds, install new growing equipment such as rainwater harvesting and to purchase tools. 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/amy-mycock-26388250_renewableenergy-biofertiliser-circulareconomy-activity-7378764661065928704-YyUR?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAArOtusBtGL8OX-mw_XwL_ojKI1v_qF6F7Q


Our in-person support has included reinvigorating and maintaining overgrown sites, building and 
renovating raised beds and on occasion we have also worked with corporate volunteers.   

In most cases, the community gardens we work with already have access to land. However, at 
Medomsley and Burnopfield we have supported the community members to scope out further 
potential community growing sites around the villages.  

In collaboration with Communities Together Durham, Food Durham provide the opportunity for 
food support initiatives to meet up in person, both in our meeting room in Esh Winning and at 
food support initiative venues. Since the network has grown to exceed 50 people since its launch 
in April, going forward we are facilitating an annual gathering alongside an online platform for the 
network to continue to communicate and access resources, whilst the steering group meet up 
more regularly. Together with Communities Together Durham, we have a large-scale event 
planned for Saturday 14th March 2026, with over 100 delegates expected from throughout the 
region, for a Beyond Food Banks Summit, with 16 workshop leaders booked to deliver on topics 
from accessing funding to cooking, growing and different models of food support.  People with 
lived experience of food insecurity, managers of food support initiatives, Feeding Britain, as well 
as dignitaries from the Church and other faith communities will attend and come together to 
share in a nourishing shared lunch made from surplus, healthful ingredients.   
 
OASES, Food Durham’s host organisation, has been delivering school growing support throughout 
County Durham for over 20 years.  Public Health are currently running a ‘whole-school approach 
to food’ intervention in a primary school in Spennymoor. Food Durham budget and connections 
with Public Health has enabled OASES Senior Project Officer to work with the school to deliver the 
food growing element of the project, which Food Durham will deliver alongside cooking, tasting 
and food environment action from other providers. By being part of the pilot, Public Health are 
hoping to show improved outcomes on health and wellbeing, behaviour and learning amongst 
other impacts.  If successful, the pilot could present evidence for the further roll out of these 
approaches, including the incorporation of growing sites, and wider support around food, into 
other schools.    
 

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for 
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250). 

 

 

 

Key Issue 3: Tackling food poverty and diet related ill-health and increasing access to 
affordable healthy food 
NB at Silver we require evidence that your food partnership has catalysed, influenced or delivered 
activity. That the food partnership has created additionality. At Silver simply mapping activity is 
not sufficient. The ‘value added’ of the partnership must be demonstrated. 
Action area A: Tackle food poverty 



In the spring of 2025, a Community Development Worker at Communities Together Durham, 
funded by the Diocese of Durham, contacted Food Durham to see how she could support local 
churches to move away from the food bank model. At an SFP coordinator catch-up, the Food 
Durham coordinator had recently had a conversation with a coordinator in Glasgow who 
mentioned their work ‘beyond food banks’. It planted a seed.    

Together, we pooled our contacts and approached other community food support providers as 
well as other stakeholders such as Feeding Britain. It soon became apparent that there was great 
interest in establishing a multi-agency partnership for food support initiatives and that no such 
network nor space already existed. Food Durham hosted the inaugural meeting and since, the 
network has met monthly, being hosted by a different food support initiative each time, from 
community shops to pay-as-you-can cafes. 

In its initial meetings the group has discussed how they might create a movement towards models 
which offer better access to nourishing, culturally appropriate foods and cater for special and 
alternative diets such as foods suitable for babies and toddlers, people with gestational diabetes 
or allergies, vegetarians as well as how to be more welcoming for those of all faiths and none. The 
group has explored how more food support could be provided in a way that upholds dignity, 
reduces social isolation, provides choice, access to cooking equipment, fuel, cooking skills and 
wider support which addresses the causes of food insecurity. Most recently, the Coordinator 
posed to the group how we should respond to the reported downturn in migrant and refugee 
communities accessing food support. Food Durham is working with Communities Together 
Durham and the Beyond Food Banks steering group to organise a summit to launch Beyond Food 
Banks and connect up people with lived experience, with academics, the Council, and food 
support providers as we move to create a food poverty strategy/action plan.   

Public Health has identified a need to provide nutritional training to HAF providers in County 
Durham, to ensure that children experience nutritious and delicious food during the holidays.  
Food Durham has agreed to match fund the development of this community co-designed 
resource.  It will potentially also be of use to Family Hubs and other places that serve food to 
children.  With over 200 providers of the HAF programme, called Fun & Food in County Durham, 
we aim to improve the food choices available to the thousands of children accessing this provision 
during the school holidays by inspiring, training and connecting the providers throughout the 
county.  
 

Action Area B: Promote healthy eating 

Improving access to, affordability of, and familiarity with, nourishing food is a priority for Food 
Durham.  Food Durham consultations have shown that communities in County Durham want 
better access to affordable, nutritious food both at home and out of the home.  The Food Durham 
Coordinator (and Chair) are a partner on the Healthy Weight Alliance, attending their quarterly 
meetings and delivering actions within their action plan. This alliance is instrumental in galvanising 
action to improve diet-related outcomes in County Durham.  The Co-ordinator of the Alliance, 
from Public Health, is a member of the Food Durham Advisory Group.  



In County Durham we have a whole systems approach to Healthy Weight.  The Healthy Weight 
Alliance has a Living with Healthy weight in County Durham Action Plan 2024-2028 which has 
actions under 5 ambition areas: Healthy at Place, Healthy Families, Sustainable Healthy Food For 
All, Healthy Workforce and Healthy Patient Care. The ambitions within the action plan are bold, 
based on strong evidence and about finding solutions to the challenges people experience in 
maintaining a healthy weight. 

Food Durham has worked closely with partners in Public Health to collect and synthesise 
responses to Good Food Local North East.  In collaboration with Public Health, we are organising 
an event to celebrate our recent achievements, launch the County Durham Good Food Charter 
and collect responses to the next round of benchmarking questions of Good Food Local North 
East.   

The Good Food Charter has also been developed in conjunction with Public Health. Our 
preliminary consultation was at the Healthy Weight Declaration, held at the Council’s HQ.   

We are also a delivery partner in Public Health’s ‘whole school approach’ to food, where we are 
setting up food growing in the school grounds of a pilot school, demonstrating how growing food 
can play a valuable role in children’s enthusiasm for trying new foods and understanding where 
food comes from. 

Through our social media, we support healthy eating and drinking campaigns such as 
Breastfeeding Awareness Week, Alcohol Awareness Week, Diabetes Awareness Week and Oral 
Health campaigns.  County Durham has very recently become the first local authority in the NE to 
achieve the Healthier Advertising Policy. 

To support infant feeding, weaning and children’s nutrition, County Durham also has Growing 
Healthy: 0-25 Family Health Service, which includes an Infant Feeding Team and the Health Visitor 
Team (Growing Healthy 0-25 Durham | HDFT Childrens Health Service).  County Durham has a 
Breastfeeding Friendly Scheme (The County Durham Breastfeeding Friendly Scheme - Durham 
County Council ) for cafes, libraries, leisure centres etc. We have 20 social prescribing link workers 
who work throughout the county, including social prescribing of gardening. 

 
County Durham is part of The Better Health at Work Award Scheme (Home : Better Health At 
Work Award)  which was commissioned by Durham County Council and is delivered by Pioneering 
Care Partnership (PCP) in County Durham. The award supports workplaces to deliver health 
activities and have access to free workplace training, such as healthy eating.  The award is free 
and available to all businesses in County Durham. 
C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for 
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250). 

In County Durham, almost 2 in 5 children (37.8%) in year 6 have excess weight, which is 
statistically significantly higher than in England. Overweight and obesity are statistically highest in 
the more deprived areas of County Durham.  7 in 10 adults are classed as having overweight or 
obesity - statistically significantly higher than England. 1 in 5 five year olds experience tooth 
decay. Dental decay is higher in more deprived areas of County Durham (Durham Insights) 

https://www.durhaminsight.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/56781-AHS-County_Durham_healthy_weight_plan_ACCESSIBLE.pdf
https://hdftchildrenshealthservice.co.uk/ourservice/growing-healthy-0-25-durham/
https://www.durham.gov.uk/breastfeedingfriendly
https://www.durham.gov.uk/breastfeedingfriendly
https://www.betterhealthatworkaward.org.uk/
https://www.betterhealthatworkaward.org.uk/
https://www.pcp.uk.net/
https://www.pcp.uk.net/


Key Issue 4: Creating a vibrant, prosperous, and diverse sustainable food economy 
NB at Silver we require evidence that your food partnership has catalysed, influenced or delivered 
activity. That the food partnership has created additionality. At Silver simply mapping activity is 
not sufficient. The ‘value added’ of the partnership must be demonstrated. 
Action area A: Put good food enterprise at the heart of local economic development 

Healthy and sustainable food enterprises are a significant part of the economy in County Durham. 
Food Durham partners and the Food Durham Coordinator actively support the development and 
success of healthy and sustainable food businesses. The work of three of our partner 
organisations is outlined below: Visit County Durham, Durham Local Food and Business Durham.   

Visit County Durham (www.visitcountydurham.org) is the destination management organisation 
for County Durham, who are committed to the promotion, management, and development of 
County Durham as a great place to live, work, visit and do business. Their destination food brand, 
Taste Durham, showcases and celebrates the county’s food and drink and encourages people who 
live here, and those who are visiting, to sample the best we have on offer. They promote the 
Taste Durham initiative to encourage hospitality businesses to use local produce (business to 
business) whilst promotional messaging to residents and consumers encourages local offer 
(business to consumer). Visit County Durham also provides support to tourism businesses to help 
them improve performance and make them more profitable. The support ranges from business 
planning, human resources advice and access to training, finding investment capital and helping 
businesses gain an accreditation or a quality mark. A representative of Visit County Durham is a 
valued, long-standing member of the Food Durham Advisory Group.   

Durham Local Food Network is a grass-roots, volunteer-run online community network which has 
been running for over 15 years, originally part of the Transition Towns movement in Durham City 
and now under the umbrella of Green Durham CIC. Their aim is to promote County Durham’s 
‘local food’ businesses and events to the general public and business to business, in order to 
support the sustainable, ethical and local food economy. Community activists from Green Durham 
administrate the county-wide email network.  The Food Durham Coordinator runs the Durham 
Local Food Facebook page which has over 2000 followers and promotes and connects over 150 
local food businesses, community initiatives and markets. www.facebook.com/DurhamLocalFood.  

Food Durham partner, Business Durham (https://www.businessdurham.co.uk) also support the 
development and success of healthy and sustainable food businesses through their workshops 
and Green Business events and a package of business development support.  From restaurants to 
farms, Business Durham’s Business Engagement Officers help businesses, at any stage, to grow 
sustainably.   

Durham County Council has partnered with The Bread and Butter Thing to establish food hubs 
supporting disadvantaged communities across the County. There are 10 hubs where local people 
for a small fee of £8.50 members can access three bags of produce, such as fresh fruit and 
vegetables, chilled goods and cupboard staples. This activity is monitored by the Poverty Strategy 
Group which is supported by Food Durham representative Public Health colleagues. Food Durham 
has also presented to this group. 

http://www.facebook.com/DurhamLocalFood


Action Area B: Promote healthy, sustainable, and independent food businesses to 
consumers 

One of our objectives is to raise awareness of all the many enterprises through which people can 
support our local economy and producers by purchasing locally grown and reared, sustainably 
produced food. 

Green Durham CIC hosts and manages the local food directory for County Durham. In recent years 
the directory has become out-of-date as businesses have unfortunately closed, and many others 
have opened since the pandemic, and details inevitably change.  Through consultations with 
residents, Food Durham identified that individuals were calling for a map of where they can 
obtain fresh and local produce, unaware of the many independent, sustainable and healthy food 
businesses we have in our county.  To address this need, in 2025, the Food Durham Coordinator 
has catalysed an update of the local food directory by connecting up food activists from two 
community organisations – Green Durham and Climate Action Durham. A team of volunteers, 
brought about by this new alliance, are currently fact-checking the Durham Local Food Directory, 
which will be published on (www.greendurham.org.uk) later this year. Since the Food Durham 
Coordinator was the last to update the local food business directory in 2020, she has assisted in 
training the volunteers to understand the process and geographic, ownership and ethical criteria 
for listings. Green Durham directors want to ensure that the criteria aligned to the Ethics of 
Permaculture, which includes People Care, Earth Care and Fair Shares. Firstly, businesses must be 
based within the old county borders (roughly between the Tyne and Tees) or nearby and they 
must also sell a significant proportion of their products to people living in County Durham. 
Secondly, they aim to improve local resilience and support the local economy so ensure that listed 
businesses are owned by people who live within the region. Thirdly, listed organisations are 
required to “support our community in reducing the negative impact, and increasing the positive 
impact, that human activity is having on the environment, climate and ecosystems. We hope this 
website may help communities to build resilience to the challenges we face.”  

The Green Durham website also lists eco or social food businesses and initiatives which are based 
within County Durham and meet these sustainability and ethical criteria, but do not source locally 
produced food e.g Re-f-use Café which intercepts surplus food from supermarkets.      

Food Durham looks forward to further supporting the updating and launch of the Local Food 
Directory at an event with community food activists, businesses, communities and partners in the 
coming months.  Food Durham partners at Public Health are keen to promote the new directory 
and work with food festival organisers to invite more local, healthy and sustainable food 
businesses to trade at festivals.   

In addition Food Durham has supported the work of Hartlepool Food Partnership and the 
specifically thew work they have undertaken mapping local food suppliers within 100 miles of 
Hartlepool, (which covers all of County Durham) https://hartlepoolfoodpartnership.co.uk/local-
food-procurement-maps/  

Food Durham promotes local good food businesses to its followers through our Facebook page, 
from sourdough workshops, food themed baby classes, restaurants who keep their own bees, to 

http://www.greendurham.org.uk/
https://hartlepoolfoodpartnership.co.uk/local-food-procurement-maps/
https://hartlepoolfoodpartnership.co.uk/local-food-procurement-maps/


delis with a community garden out the back.  Following the launch of The Good Food Charter (this 
November) our newsletter will feature some case studies of good food businesses and we will 
look towards developing a good food award. 

We regularly support and promote farmers markets’, box schemes and direct selling through our 
newsletter and on social media.  Once published, we will share the fully updated food directory 
with markets managers and retailers.  We have started conversations with Food and Drink North 
East (FADNE) and are looking to collaborate on an event for Durham’s food producers. 

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for 
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250). 

 

 

Key Issue 5: Transforming catering and procurement and revitalising local and 
sustainable food supply chains 
NB at Silver we require evidence that your food partnership has catalysed, influenced or delivered 
activity. That the food partnership has created additionality. At Silver simply mapping activity is 
not sufficient. The ‘value added’ of the partnership must be demonstrated. 
 
Action area A: Change policy and practice to put good food on people’s plates 

Durham County Council coordinates the Primary School Meals contract for 155 schools across the 
County, using contractor Chartwells overseen by an internal DCC Catering Advisory Team. This 
contract and its associated KPI's have challenged the contractor to improve the sourcing and 
associated carbon footprint of its meals. Alongside auto-enrolment of school meals this has had a 
significant impact on pupils across the County. 
 
After meeting at a Healthy Weight Alliance meeting organised by Public Health, the Food Durham 
Coordinator met with head of a County Durham public facility to discuss how the menus at the 15 
facilities could be improved, especially for babies and young children.  They added a child portion 
option on the adult specials – a measure to reduce food waste and allow children the choice to 
have the less processed homemade options such as quiche (made with free range eggs) if they 
prefer. Furthermore, they are now working with the Infant Feeding Team to get a formal 
breastfeeding friendly accreditation for all 15 sites. The cafes have raised the profile of locally 
sourced products in their marketing. The manager thanked the Food Durham Coordinator: “These 
are all great improvements for us so thank you for taking the time to feedback, it is appreciated.”  
 

Public Health have led on a whole-school approach to food, in which they have supported two 
pilot schools and the school catering provider to co-produce healthy food policies.  Through the 
Food Durham Advisory Group, Public Health have connected with food waste reducing initiatives 
and council food waste teams which they “otherwise wouldn’t have met” which has influenced 



the inclusion of food sustainability within their otherwise health-focussed work – for a more 
joined up approach to food.   

Earlier in 2025, the former Net Zero Team Leader, Durham County Council, and former Advisory 
Group member of Food Durham, described how the local authority supports local and sustainable 
food:  

“Through our first Food for the Planet campaign, during which we carbon rated 
meals across canteens, and provided a £1 discount on vegetarian food along 
with communications as to why less meat is good for the planet, we developed 
a local authority resource pack which we actively share and champion via our 
national local authority net zero knowledge sharing network and with other 
organisations. This has most recently led to carbon ratings being added to 
meus across several NHS sites, in Durham University catered accommodation 
and at a café in the County.”  

 
Public Health is currently in conversations with council event and market organisers, hoping to 
influence local policy on event catering as well as how vendors are selected for public food 
festivals, and workplace food trucks.   

Durham University catering is part of Food Durham Advisory Group and is exemplary in providing 
healthy, sustainable and ethical food.  Their website outlines all their achievements and 
accreditations as follows (Catering Options - Durham University): 

“Menus are designed to offer choice and promote foods that are beneficial for 
physical and mental wellbeing e.g. oily fish, whole grains, beans, lentils, fruits 
and vegetables. A minimum of 5 fresh fruit and vegetables are available per 
day, including fresh vegetable-based soups, undressed salad bars, side portions 
and fresh fruit. Fresh fish is promoted alongside vegetarian and vegan options 
and there is always an alternative to red meat. 

Providing vegetarian and vegan meal options is also part of our commitment to 
sustainability. As well as this, all whole eggs are locally sourced and free-range 
and the University has been Marine Stewardship Council accredited for over 11 
years continuously. Durham university designs menus and food choices based 
upon our sustainable food policy (Sustainable Food Policy - Durham University). 

Cafes across campus provide food and drinks on the go using local suppliers 
where possible to offer variety and choice for our diverse visitor community 
including vegan, vegetarian, gluten free and halal choices. We are always 
striving to improve our sustainability initiatives - these include being part of 
Durham County Council single use plastics pledge and, more recently, the 
introduction of a hot drinks levy for any customer not bringing their own cup.” 

 

Durham University was recently also recently awarded 3 stars from the Sustainable Restaurant 
Association. Here they explain what they gain from being part of Durham Food Partnership: 

“Durham University appreciate the partnership with FDAG and have been a 
continuous supporting member for many years. As a higher education 
institute, we benefit from sharing good practice, and understanding initiatives 

https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-experience/accommodation-and-catering/catering-options/


that partners are prioritising and working on. An example of this is carbon 
ratings of menus, we have launched new menus providing students with a 
simple signposting ranking to make more informed choices on the carbon 
ratings of the food provided in catered colleges.”  

 
An activist of Grandparents Climate Action Durham’ had asked the Food Durham Coordinator for a 
way in which they could support the sustainability of food in Durham. So, when the Coordinator 
was approached by a Postgraduate-Course Leader, in the Department of Anthropology at Durham 
University, for a short research project on food sustainability in County Durham, the Coordinator 
joined the community activists with the MSc student team.  A research brief was co-created to 
conduct fieldwork at ‘soft play’ and other children’s play centres, to understand whether the 
general public would change anything about the food at these places. Furthermore, the students 
investigated the role that community engagement could play in transforming food environments 
in soft play centres and how providers could be encouraged to trial healthier meal, drink and 
snack options.  Drawing on the Grandparents’ lived experiences, together with other parent and 
carer groups’, they agreed to take part in the research. The research findings on the overall 
happiness of parents and grandparents at the quality of the food at play centre cafés was 4.34 
stars out of 10. The findings revealed that 78% of respondents would be more likely to go to a play 
centre café, if it were part of the local Food Charter.  75% of respondents wanted more 
homemade dishes offered, and 59% wanted access to free tap water. The research we 
commissioned “highlighted that the wider community is extremely interested in this topic, with 
many respondents explicitly stating that they have been waiting for a group to research this. 
Based on this, we suggest that further outreach with the community, such as organising open 
forums for anyone who wishes to engage in the topic, would yield positive benefits.” The students 
reported that they “thoroughly recommend the implementation of the local food charter by Food 
Durham. Based on our findings, it is clear that this is something that the community desires.”  
Whilst this preliminary study did not directly change the food at play facilities, the findings, soon 
to be circulated in the Food Durham newsletter, demonstrate a strong desire amongst the groups 
surveyed for healthier and more sustainable food at play centres and give weight to the Charter. It 
has certainly started a conversation around food for our youngest citizens. 

Action Area B: Improving connections and collaboration across the local supply chain 

Through its newsletters and social media (both Food Durham and Durham Local Food Facebook 
pages), Food Durham enables procurement officers and catering businesses to discover 
ingredients from local and sustainable producers and processors. 

Our instigation of the development of the local and sustainable food directory by community food 
activists, further supports the move to promote these suppliers further.  Once published, Food 
Durham will directly promote the directory of food suppliers to catering and procurement leads.   

An objective of the recent visit Food Durham organised to the FareShare food surplus 
redistribution centre was to help FareShare to find new community caterers who could prepare 
meals with the surpluses from the catering sector, (such as 5kg bags of béchamel sauce).  Whilst 
this redistribution of surplus food does not enable the sourcing from more localised, sustainable 
producers per se, it does reduce the food waste from the catering industry.     



Whilst the food directory is undergoing community-led revision to make sure all details are up to 
date, for now the Food Durham Coordinator acts as a conduit of information on local sourcing. For 
example, she has recently responded to requests from large private sector and public sector 
caterers for lists of suppliers of certain products. Procurement leads, including at the NHS Trust 
and Leisure Centre catering are keen to explore the sourcing of more ingredients from local 
businesses and looked to Food Durham for information.    

As coordinator of the North East Sustainable Food Alliance, Food Durham continues to explore 
opportunities for better local supply chains with other food partnerships in the region. Recent 
conversations between NESFA and Food and Drink NE, (following the Good Food Economy pilot), 
are exploring ways we can support their regional supplier events, for example by providing 
contacts of businesses to invite, to develop a more strategic approach, as well as attend ourselves.     

Durham County Council’s procurement team helped to gather information on the LA’s 
procurement policies and practices for Good Food Local NE, this has led to further conversations 
looking to understand barriers and opportunities within procurement and to involve them further 
with the partnership.   

Food Durham was one of the key partners in the NESFA Dynamic Food Procurement (DFP) Project 
working with Middlesbrough and Newcastle, which secured external funding from The Dixon 
Foundation. This programme aimed to raised awareness of the opportunities and steer public 
sector procurement to new opportunities. We didn’t achieve the development of a regional hub 
for DFP, but we highlighted opportunities with key regional purchasing organisations and other 
partners.  

 

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for 
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Issue 6: Tackling the climate and nature emergency through sustainable food & 
farming and an end to food waste 
NB at Silver we require evidence that your food partnership has catalysed, influenced or delivered 
activity. That the food partnership has created additionality. At Silver simply mapping activity is 
not sufficient. The ‘value added’ of the partnership must be demonstrated. 
Action area A: Promote sustainable food production and consumption and resource 
efficiency 

County Durham declared a climate emergency in February 2019, and later declared an ecological 
emergency in April 2022. Food Durham along with community partner, Climate Action Durham 
contributed to the formation of the strategies. However, since the new administration took 
control at Durham County Council, in July 2025, they rescinded both of these declarations, despite 
protest from organisations and individuals from across the County.    

A suite of land-based courses are taught at Houghall Campus, East Durham College, including 
Agriculture and Horticulture, from full time courses to evening class courses and one-off training 
sessions. Houghall’s Farm Director is part of the Food Durham Advisory Group.  Agriculture 
students of EDC learn about livestock, crop, and estate management, as well as agricultural 
machinery and butchery, on the farm which champions sustainability and high animal welfare. At 
EDC, they equip both new and experienced farmers with ecologically sound food production skills 
at any stage in their career. From here they also hold monthly farmer network meetings for 
farmers to connect. 

Upper Teesdale Agricultural Support Service is also represented on Food Durham’s Advisory 
Group. Since the 1990s, UTASS has supporting sustainable farming across the Durham Dales of 
Teesdale and Weardale.  Every year they work with over 550 farming households from across the 
dales, providing them with information, resources and opportunities that can help them with the 
running of their farm businesses.  Over the last three years, UTASS has delivered the Farm for the 
Future programme, which engaged with almost 200 local farm businesses, helping them to 
understand the impacts of the agricultural transition plan on their businesses and how they may 
be able to adapt in order to continue to farm in a world without the Basic Payment System. 
Sustainable farming practices have been embedded, due to multiple benefits that can be achieved 
including environmental, financial and resilience. Sessions have been based on what local 
participants have hoped to gain from the programme and have included: 
-Understanding environmental opportunities on farm 
-An update on environmental schemes and payment opportunities, including the Sustainable 
Farming Incentive, Farming in Protected Landscapes and Countryside Stewardship 
-Making the most of your muck- focussing on how to reduce the need to rely on artificial fertilisers 
through more efficient and affective application of farmyard manure 
-Carbon and soils- including soil testing to better understand current soil structure and chemical 
properties, again to support future targeted soil enhancements, reducing inputs 
where unnecessary 
-Energy efficiency & renewables- how can farms reduce environmental impacts whilst also 
managing input costs more effectively 
-Diversification- accessing business support to assist in better understanding local market 
opportunities, including those linked to local food 



-Succession planning- helping families to think to the future and plan for the future sustainability 
of their farms 
 
Durham County Councils Food for the Planet programme raised awareness of the carbon impact 
of canteen meals and financially incentivised lower carbon emission choices. This pilot has now 
come to an end, but it successfully raised awareness of lower carbon emission menus. 

Business Durham, the business support service for Durham County Council supports 
entrepreneurs and established businesses to improve resource efficiency and sustainability 
throughout all aspects of their business.   

Food Durham share campaigns, news, events and organisations which promote sustainable food 
on their social media pages. Some recent examples are: a regenerative farming talk, Sustain’s 
webinar on careers in sustainable farming, school eco food markets, organic veg box schemes, a 
community talk on waste as a resource in a circular economy and community cooking 
demonstrations with pulses. 

Action Area B: Reduce, redirect, and recycle food, packaging, and related waste 

Durham County Council produced a Single Use Plastics pledge over 6 years ago which promotes 
the minimising of single use plastics and supports the transition towards food packaging made 
from renewable, sustainably produced resources.  

With the roll-out of mandatory business food waste collections this year, with domestic 
collections to start in 2026, the Council’s Waste Strategy includes objectives to reduce business 
food waste in addition to public engagement to minimise food waste according to the food waste 
hierarchy.  Having shared the opportunity for the Strategic Waste team to deliver school 
assemblies and talks to community groups in the Food Durham newsletter, Climate Action 
Durham organised a public talk from the team.  

Food Waste Champions, RE-f-USE, redirect food waste and compostable packaging to their 
community hot-bin composter.  Their Eat Smart schools programme brings about a reduction in 
food waste through pupil-led change such as investigating why the waste is occurring and 
speaking to caterers and suppliers about how waste can be reduced to address the cause of the 
waste. The school meals provider in County Durham, Chartwells, sends the school food waste to 
the anaerobic digester in Newton Aycliffe.  Food Durham organised a partner visit to the 
Anaerobic Digester, which was delivered along with a food waste workshop, which several 
managers from Chartwells, community food waste activists and Durham County Council attended.  

Food Durham have helped communities to install and renovate school and community 
composting systems at the 16 community gardens they have been working at, alongside providing 
compost training to schools and communities.   

In addition, those schools on the primary school meals contract have for many years had 
dedicated food waste collection pick-ups, influenced and instigated by Food Durham members. 
This resource is taken to a local biogas plant in Newton Aycliffe. 



Food Durham’s partner trip to FareShare NE was organised to showcase the effective collection of 
surplus food from farm to retail and the redistribution to over 30 community food support 
initiatives in County Durham, as well as further afield. As a result of our visit, new community 
initiatives signed up to receive surplus food to redistribute within their communities. 

C: Other information: Other activities and context (Please see Section 2 above for 
guidance) (Mandatory word limit: 250). 
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