
Growing a Millions Meals 
for London 

The Harvest-ometer 



• Inspired by Vertical 

Veg 

• Grow More Food 

• To make growing 

projects effective 

• Collect data 

• New service & 

campaign 

Why did we do it? 



Benefits for gardens 

• Motivate growers 

• Value their outputs 

• Funding bids 

• Funding reports 

• Increase yields/ better 

growers 



 

 

• Overview of network 

• Engage projects 

• Collect data 

• Motivate and promote 

wider community 

involvements  

– e.g. Big Dig 

Benefits for towns and cities 



Headlines 



Key findings 

 



 

Who took part? 

 



Top Ten Veg 



What can London grow? 



 

 

Harvest-ometer video 

https://youtu.be/V6FEc3PgJcE 

 

https://youtu.be/V6FEc3PgJcE


Set up 

• Town or City page set up 

• Gardens Join – added to the map 

Collect 

• Gardens recorded harvest data 

• Log in to members area 

Enter 

• Enter data in easy to use form 

• Data stored, downloaded and converted to graphs 

How it works - gardens 













What next? 

• New report available to 

download 

• Share results 

• Engage other cities 
– Birmingham 

– Manchester  

• Add other values e.g. Carbon 

• Development of app 

 

 



How it works – Towns and Cities 

• Partner with local organisation 

• Gardens register & local 

organisation approves 

• Small set up and renewal fee 

– Technical/ promotional support 

• Optional extras  

– e.g. Big Dig, Grow well Feel 

well day, Harvest Feast 



What does this all mean? 

• Putting a value on food 

growing 

• Measuring makes a difference 

• Influencing policy makers and 

funders 

• A wider perspective of value 

for your city 

• What support is needed for 

growers to reach potential? 



capitalgrowth.org 

bigdig.org.uk/harvestometer 

   

sarah@sustainweb.org 

julie@sustainweb.org 

Thank you 
 

http://www.capitalgrowth.org/
http://www.bigdig.org.uk/harvestometer

